
1 
 

  Combings 
The newsletter of the York and District 

Beekeepers Association. 

Issue No. 60 

Winter 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

York and District Beekeepers 2015/16 

 

President   Sue Hesp   01904 489449 
Vice Presidents  Bill Bell   01904 744219 
    John Fuller  01757 638388 
Committee: 

Chair   Paul Appleton  01759 303248 

Secretary   Patricia Miller  01904 431542 
Treasurer and  
Membership Sec. John Thompson 01904 468466 
Equipment Officer Peter Crosby  01904 488362 

Education   Adrian Burnside 01347 824668 

Web Master   
& Publicity  Bruno Hannemann 07854 020879 
 

Other committee members: 

John Fuller  01757 638388 

Nick Vincent      07885 665804 

Vicki Leaf                07847 327861 

Tim Brenchley         01904 764426 
Other post holders: 
Apiary Manager Martin Ainsley  

Librarian   Paul Appleton  01759 303248 

    
Spray Liaison  John Hunt  01757 709588 
Events and  
Groundsman  Janet Cole  01904 635677   
 
Combings Editor Kate Wallace  01904 778319 
Bee Inspectors: Dhonn Atkinson 07775 119437 
    Adrian Wilford  07775 119444 



3 
 

 
The password for the members area of the YDBKA website is: 

beesatyork 
 
“Combings” is the newsletter of the York & District Beekeepers 
Association. Views expressed in the newsletter are those of the 
individual contributors and not necessarily those of the 

Association as a whole or of the editor. 

Contributions to, and comments on “Combings” are always 
welcome. I would particularly appreciate your pictures for 

“Reader’s Hives”.  

Please send any copy or comments to: Combings@gmail.com 

Combings Editor: Kate Wallace 

73 Keble Park South 

Bishopthorpe  

York YO23 2SU 

Tel: 01904 778319  

Assistant Editor is Alan Johnston 

  

Combings is published quarterly.  

Please note that the last date for copy for the next 

edition is:  

18th February 2016. 
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Two Eds. 

 

The first UK confirmed sighting of the Asian Hornet, Vespa 
velutina, in Gloucestershire was made in September. Though its 
presence in France for a number of years, had made an 
appearance on our shores almost inevitable, this news was most 

unwelcome.   

Defra and the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) had a 
protocol in place and the nest was found and eradicated swiftly. 
However, next year’s queens may have already made it into 
hibernation. We will have to wait and see what develops next 

year. 

Information and updates are available on BeeBase: 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/ 

GB Non-native Species Secretariat: 

http://www.nonnativespecies.org//factsheet/factsheet.cfm?spe

ciesId=3826 

The image on the front page is by Didier Descouens, Muséum de 

Toulouse. 

A report on the 2016 beekeeping season from Regional Bee 

Inspector, Ivor Flatman is included with this issue of “Combings”. 

You should also find a copy of next year’s programme enclosed 
with the magazine this time. Our thanks to Janet Cole for all her 

hard work putting together another great set of events. 

Thanks also to the “Combings” proof-reader, Julie Bishop, for 

another year of error-spotting! 

‘Tis (almost) the season to be merry, so very best wishes for the 

festive period and a Happy New Year from the Combings team. 
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From the Chair 

 

Thanks for this from new Association Chairman, Paul Appleton 
Chairman@yorkbeekeepers.com 

As many of you may know there has been a change in 
chairmanship in the YDBKA, Bruno Hannemann has now 
completed a two-year role and had to step down, in accordance 

with the association’s constitution. 

I was asked to take, and accepted, the role of the chairman. 

I have subsequently been asked by “Combings”, to say a few 
words by way of introduction. Here are some of the ideas and 
vision which the committee and I, hope to achieve in the coming 
year and a summary of what we have been doing behind the 

scenes. 

Currently the committee is working on a number of projects and 
issues including: finalising and distributing the Events 
Programme, development and promotion of the association 
library, organising a 2017 queen rearing event, the Beginners 
Course, the foundation offer and the Honey Show, reviewing the 
structure and pricing of our training courses, our banking 
arrangement, the maintenance and use of the Apiary and Bee 
Pavilion,  delivering a talk to the Rotary Club of York Vikings and 
considering a request to support a new York Community Apiary 
Allotment.  Last, but by no means least, we are reviewing our 
systems of working to develop and improve these where 
appropriate. This is in addition to the routine administration of 
dealing with internal and external enquiries, managing the 
website and Facebook page, the accounts, membership 
renewals, and equipment loans. Additional activities are also 
being undertaken by key members e.g. apiary management by 
Martin Ainsley, “Combings” editing by Kate Wallace and Alan 
Johnston, and so on.  I hope you get an idea of what is 

happening behind the scenes!  
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Many of the events for next year have been agreed, booked and 
appear in the Events Programme Card and on our website 

www.yorkbeekepers.com  

 There will hopefully be other opportunities in which members 
can participate in addition to those arranged to date. We will 

keep you informed as these develop. 

Although I haven’t yet discussed my personal vision and ideas 
for the association with the full committee, I hope to agree with 
them a number of activities. These include formally surveying 
members to help guide future activities and the development of 
the association, the introduction of written policies and 
procedures as appropriate, seeking advice from external 
organisations, where it is not available internally, to assist the 
committee’s decision making, together with engaging more 
members as “key members” to help to deliver the work of the 
association. If any members have suggestions or ideas of their 
own that they feel would benefit the association, please contact 
me at the email address given below. Suggestions for the Annual 
Outing on Saturday 17th June and speakers/event topics 
particularly welcome.  

As the new chairman, I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the departing committee members Paul Taylor and 
Margaret Langstaff. I would also like to thank the rest of the 
committee and key members who help keep the organisation 
going and to welcome Nick Vincent, Vicki Leaf and Tim Brenchley 
to the committee for the first time. I hope they enjoy their time 

on the team. 
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Alan’s beekeeping heroes 

Ahmed Zaky Abushady 1892 – 1955 

 (Arabic: أحمد زكي أبو شادي) 

 

Although little-remembered now, Dr AZ Abushshady (AZA) is 
something of a hero of mine – after all, anyone who tries to sell 
foundation made of pressed aluminium 

in 1919 must be worth a second look! 

AZA was an Egyptian who trained as a 
medical doctor in London during the 
First World War and who, in 1919, 
formed an international organization of 
beekeepers called the Apis Club. This 
was partly an attempt to heal, albeit in 
a small way, international divisions 
through bee craft. At about the same 
time he also founded a company trading 
in beekeeping equipment and started a 
magazine entitled “Bee World”. The Apis 
Club was to evolve into the Bee Research Association (and later 
into the International Bee Research Association – IBRA) which 
continues to this day, as does its magazine Bee World. Annie 
Betts and Eva Crane were both centrally involved in the 

organization, after AZA returned to Egypt in the early 1920s. 

The adverts placed by AZA in the both Bee World and other 
beekeeping magazines show a man driven by the use of new 
technologies and materials in pursuit of beekeeping progress. 
The aluminium foundation idea was relatively short-lived but 
must have seemed a huge technological step-up from skep 

beekeeping which was still fairly widespread at the time. 

AZA did not enjoy good health: the return to Egypt was primarily 

a health-based decision.  
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He died in 1955 but should be gratefully remembered for 

founding the organisation which became IBRA.  

 

Overwintering colonies 

 

“At St. Mathee, shut up thy bee” 

So, according to this old saying, all your colonies should be shut 
up and ready for winter by this Saint’s day, which, as you all 

know, was 21st September. 

But beekeeping, thankfully, is not quite so rigidly prescriptive. It 
has been a relatively mild autumn and whilst bees were flying, 
they were also eating. The 40lbs+ of winter stores that you 
should have given each colony is likely to be less than that now: 
there is an increased risk, therefore that they will be short of 
stores as the colonies start to build up again in early spring. 
Either be prepared to feed syrup early in 2017 once the bees 

start flying again or supplement the winter feed with fondant. 

Mouse-guards should now be on (don’t lock in any mice), 
woodwork should be sound and weatherproof, and roofs 
strapped or weighted down. Assuming that you’re on mesh 
floors, leave them open: John Fuller wisely stands the whole 
hive, including the mesh floor on an open, empty, frame-less 
super. It provides a “dead-air” space below the mesh floor, 
allowing an exchange of air but preventing violent draughts 

which can impede the colony’s spring expansion.  

Avoid the temptation to block up every source of ventilation; its 
damp that kills bees, not the cold. A gentle exchange of air is 

essential to colony survival. 

You will also have to give thought to your winter varroa 
treatment. The traditional liquid dose of Oxalic Acid may be 
problematic as it is no longer an approved product. It can still be 
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bought in crystal form, however, as the crystals have multiple 

uses. 

Api-bioxal is the newly-approved product which contains Oxalic 
Acid and is now well-advertised in the bee press. It too, comes 
in powder form, but needs either to be heated to turn it into 
vapour for circulation within the hive, which requires a specialist 
heating tool, available from the usual beekeeping suppliers or it 
can be dissolved in syrup (water and sucrose in a 1:1 ratio) . 

Always follow the manufacturer’s instructions.  

“Beecraft” magazine offers the following advice on its website:  

The approval by the Veterinary Medicines Directorate of Api-
bioxal gives UK beekeepers access for the first time, to a fully 
registered oxalic acid product. This approval overcomes the 
uncertainty over the legality of the use of oxalic acid products. 
According to its manufacturer Chemicals LAIF, (Padua, Italy), the 
formulation produces a syrup for trickling onto frames in a 
brood-less colony at the ideal concentration of 4.2% and which 
results in a treatment producing maximum efficacy (>95%) 
being well tolerated by the bees. The product can also be used 
by sublimation. Api-bioxal may be used in winter, on spring 
swarms and in summer by artificially blocking egg-laying. Api-
bioxal does not need a prescription and will be available through 

the normal channels for bee medications. 

http://www.bee-craft.com/api-bioxal-approved-by-the-vmd/ 

 

Demonstration of winter varroa treatment 

 

Martin Ainsley, the association’s apiary manager has confirmed 
that he will be giving a demonstration of winter varroa treatment 
on the bees at the Murton apiary. The timing of the 
demonstration is weather dependent but is likely to be late 
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December – early January, based on previous years’ experience. 

Keep an eye out for an email for precise details. 

 

Honey Show 2016 

 

Some thirty or so members and friends met at Murton on 9 

November 2016 for the annual YDBKA Honey show. 

There was a preponderance of new-ish members which, whist 
encouraging for the future, contributed to a reduction in both 
quantity and quality of some entries. I am sure that this is 

something that the new committee would wish to address. 

After a quiz and pleasant refreshments, Ivor Flatman, our regular 
judge, returned with his general comments and verdict. The 
Selby contingent had the best of it with Rob Parnaby winning the 
overall trophy and the David Gray Trophy for the best jar of 

honey, and Alan Johnston taking the wax trophy. 

Overall, a pleasant social evening but somewhat disappointing 

on the show benches.  

 

 

 

 

Christmas Bees 

 

Henderson, in “Folklore of the Northern Counties”, states that in 
many parts of the UK, including Yorkshire, bees are said to buzz 

exactly at midnight on Christmas Eve. 
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In 1752, there was an alteration to the UK’s calendar which 

resulted in an “old” and a “new” date for Christmas.  

Beekeepers were encouraged to listen to their hives on both 
dates: the buzzing of the bees on either date was taken to be a 
show of support for one or the other calendar format. Sounds 

reasonable! 

 

Membership fees:  
 
A reminder from Treasurer, John Thompson. 
The next year starts on 1st October 2016, and runs until 
30th September 2017. 
  
Rates are: 
Full member:  £25.00 
Partner member: £20.00 
Junior member: £25.00 
Social member: £12.50 
  
As of this year, you may pay by cash, cheque or direct electronic 
transfer to our Bank Account, details are on the updated 
membership form, available from the website.  
A hard-copy of the form is enclosed with this issue of 
“Combings”. 
  
 
 

Planning ahead 

 

Now is the time to be thinking ahead for your 2017 beekeeping 

season. 

At this time of year, when the bees are quiet, you can start to 
plan ahead for next year: making sure you have enough 
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woodwork to house the number of colonies you would like to 
keep, plus some extra for those “splits”, which may need to be 
made in spring. Bear in mind that swarms may unexpectedly land 
on your doorstep, and be aware that bees do tend to attract 
other bees… and that Bank Holiday Monday lunchtime may not 
the best time to be phoning round, looking to borrow kit from 
your friends! If you are short of spares then most of the major 
retailers hold winter sales that you may like to take advantage 

of. 

Think about how much time you can realistically give to your 
bees, and be aware of how much space all that kit takes up, 
particularly if you need to consider the requirements other 

members of the household.  

Winter is a good time for checking out additional apiary sites as 

problems with weather exposure may now be very evident. 

Read up on the areas of beekeeping where your skills may need 
to improve, enrol on training courses if you can, attend 

beekeeping talks and ask questions. 

Check though your colony records and see which colonies did 
particularly well – or particularly badly – and examine the 
reasons why that might be. And plan to replace any queens as 
necessary, either buying in from a reputable supplier or by 
raising your own from one of last year’s successful queens. Put 
in any orders to suppliers as early as possible, to ensure you get 

the delivery dates you require.   

 

Fondant and syrup for sale 

David Bough has plenty of syrup and fondant in stock as usual: 

syrup is £18 per jerry can and fondant is £19 per box.  

David is in Holtby. Contact him via email at: 

david.bough@wardstheflorist.co.uk or by phone 07713 256522  
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Alan Johnston also has syrup and fondant for sale at the same 
prices. Alan is near Selby, his phone number is 01757 633202. 
For the one-hive beekeeper, Alan will sell a single 2.5 kg pack of 

fondant at £4. 

 

Library Book Donation 

 

Many thanks to Tom Robinson and Margaret Langstaff for their 
generous donation of books to the association library. Please see 
the Library list available at the meetings, this will soon be in the 

members section of the website.  

Further donations will be gratefully accepted. 

Paul Appleton 

Library@yorkbeekepers.com 

 

Bee Connected 

 

Receiving accurate information about forthcoming crop-spraying 
near apiaries and its possible effect on the bees, has always been 
problematic. 

Where there are good farmer/beekeeper relationships, the 
problems is greatly reduced, but this depends on personal 
contacts and this is not consistent throughout the region or 

country. 

BeeConnected is a web-based communication system, which has 
been developed to enable farmers to inform beekeepers of their 
intention to spray insecticides. It is a joint venture between the 
British Beekeepers Association, the National Farmers Union and 
the Crop Protection Association. Once registered to 
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BeeConnected, beekeepers will be told via email when and 

where an insecticide will be used and the nature of the chemical. 

https://www.beeconnected.org.uk/ 

 

Beekeeper Education  

 

My thanks to YDBKA’s Education Officer, Adrian Burnside for his 

report on the beginners’ course. 

Applications are already coming in steadily for the beginners’ 
courses (as of early November, we have seventeen); we have 
capped numbers at forty for the theory, fifteen for the practical 
package and eight for the practical, stand-alone course. 
 
A request for more experienced members to help in fielding the 
queries of the beginners’, especially post-course, only elicited 
seven more names above those that already help out. As the 
onus continually falls on the same small group of helpers, that 
becomes the principal limiter on numbers doing the practical 
course.  
 
Good news from the 2016 course was the success of the colonies 
purchased from Damian, at Abelo. We had 2 queen failures out 
of fifteen during and just after the course finished, and Damian 
re-supplied straight away with new queens to introduce the next 
day.  
 
Most of those on the course also attended the subsequent honey 
extraction demo and meeting at the pavilion and some of them 
spun off full supers, which was very encouraging. 
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Wet winter feet? 

 

“This simple and effectual remedy is nothing more than a little 
beeswax and mutton suet, warmed in a pipkin, until in a liquid 
state; then rub some of it slightly over the edges of the sole, 
where the stitches are, which will repel the wet, and not in the 

least prevent the blackening from having its usual effect.” 

The Family Receipt Book 

Pittsburgh 1819. 

 

Honey and Sherry Drizzle Cake 

 

It’s been a while since we had a recipe, so here is a suitably 

seasonal cake from Roger Patterson. 

Do let me know what you think if you bake it. Maybe it’s a 

contender for one of your entries at the Honey Show next year? 

 

For the cake: 

6oz honey 

4oz soft brown sugar 

5oz butter 

2 eggs 

7oz self-raising flour 

For the drizzle: 

2 tablespoons honey 

3 tablespoon sherry 
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Method: 

Grease and line a 7-8 inch tin. 

Put the honey, sugar, butter and 1 tablespoon of water into a 
saucepan, warm until the butter has melted. Remove from the 
heat and beat in the eggs, then stir in the sifted flour, put in the 
tin and cook in a moderate oven for 45-55 minutes. When 
cooked leave to cool in the tin for 5 minutes then place on a 
cooling tray with a plate underneath it, warm the sherry and 

honey mix and drizzle over the cake. 

 

Did you know? 

 

Some of the earliest evidence of the use of ladders and a 
container in which to collect the gathered 
honeycomb during honey hunting, are 
shown in the Palaeolithic rock painting in 
eastern Spain. It has been dated to 
around 7000 BC by Hernádnez-Pacheo 

(1924). 

 

 

 

 

What are bee boles? 

A row of recesses, often in a south-facing garden wall. Each 
recess was big enough to hold a skep – the coiled-straw hive 
used by beekeepers in Britain before the introduction of the 
modern wooden hive in the late 19th century. 

http://ibra.beeboles.org.uk/ 
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Your local, family run Garden Centre 

Stockists of Beekeeping Equipment 

since 1978  

Thornes agents, stocking over 130 of the most popular lines plus 1lb 

squat & 12oz hexagonal honey jars and lids 
 

Open 360 days a year 

Summer (March – September) Monday – Saturday 9.00am – 6.00pm 

Winter (October – February) Monday – Saturday 9.00am – 5.30pm 

Sundays 10.30am – 4.30pm 

Stockton-on-the-Forest, York. YO32 9UE. Tel: 01904 400141 

www.deansgardencentre.co.uk 
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CLARO BEES LTD.  for all your beekeeping supplies 

 

Opening times: 

Saturday mornings from 9am – 12.30pm on the following dates: 

 

Beekeeping Season:  March 21st to October 31st (inclusive) 

Fondant & Oxalic Acid Winter Special       Dec 3rd 

 

 Very keen prices on all items. 
 Comprehensive stocks of  hive parts & accessories, 

foundation, tools, smokers, clothing, queen rearing 
equipment, medications, jars & lids, candle making 
equipment and books. 

 Ample FREE parking adjacent to shop. 
 Knowledgeable beekeepers are always present to offer 

impartial advice on suitability of equipment prior to 
purchase as well as beekeeping problems. 

 

In order to keep our prices low, CLARO BEES LTD. continue 

to handle payments by cash and cheque only. 

 

Find us:  first left after the RHS Harlow Carr Gardens, Crag 

Lane, Harrogate, HG3 1QA 

 

e-mail: ClaroBees@hrbka.org.uk 

mailto:ClaroBees@hrbka.org.uk
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Reader’s holiday Hives 

 

 

 

Kate Wallace spotted a wall-full of bee boles at the Lost Gardens 

of Heligan, Cornwall. 

 

 


