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ASSOCIATION NEWS.
An e.mail was sent round originating from web mistress Linda Carey to say
that for technical reasons, she will be giving up the web site:I shall be giving up the website at the end of next month (September). The
website will not be able to continue in its present format in any case, as Microsoft Small
Business is changing over to a new system, so the possibility of anyone taking over the
current website will not be an option.
I think it is most important to have our web site. It is the first contact many
prospective beekeepers have with us. Without it they will go else where – So if any of
you are willing to run it, then please come forward – your services will be most
welcome.
I have been in touch with Linda to find out how the web site came into being.
Here is what she had to say :“I had to dig quite deep into my files to find out when it all started. Believe it or
not, it was way back in July 2003, if I remember, the whole idea of a website was
mooted at the Annual Dinner early in 2003 at Kexby Lodge. It was while Russ (Linda‟s
husband) was in conversation with Colin Hattee that I must have inadvertently
overheard the conversation and offered to set up a website for free. Goodness knows
what I was thinking but I do know I was busily involved with a similar project at work, so
felt it would be good experience! Little did I realise that 8 years down the line, I would
still be gaining that experience!
As you probably remember, the website was originally known as
www.ydbka.org.uk
and
only
recently
the
name
was
changed
to
www.yorkbeekeepers.co.uk for reasons unknown to me! Progress perhaps! The rest is
history!
I can‟t really think of any particularly memorable moments except when all was
lost for a while when my computer decided to blow a fuse (or a dozen should I say)
with more smoke coming from my PC than any number of beekeepers smokers!?
Suffice to say, a win on the lottery at work meant the beekeepers website could once
again be reinstated when a new laptop was acquired! “
Editors note. It was my idea to change the web site address. YDBKA could mean
anything – “young dogs big kite auction”- for instance
Paul Taylor has come forward to take over the task. Paul runs a web site for
another organisation, so is well versed on the subject.
Nigel Davies as Association Microscopist organised a session at his home on
Sunday 4th September where by Members could bring samples of their bees for him to
test for nosema.
Disappointingly only three Members took up the offer. None the less the exercise
will be repeated again.
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Saturday 12th November and an e.mail was sent to all hands to that effect.
Disappointingly again, only four of you responded. Consequently the bus was
cancelled. Those four went to the event by car.
There was a good turn out for Our Annual General Meeting that was held on the
evening of Wednesday 19th October at Murton.
Ian Kibble was re elected as Association President. John Acheson and Bill Bell
where re elected as Vice Presidents without opposition. David Bough was elected as
Secretary and John Thompson as Treasurer.
Tom Robinson and Pete Allanson stood down as Committee members.
A new Committee was then elected. Those elected were: - Anne Marie Coulson,
Peter Crosby, Nigel Davies, Sue Hesp, Hugh MacPherson, Julia Mander and Paul Taylor
Madam Chairman Sue Hesp reported on successful trips organised by the
Committee to Thorne‟s and Stoneleigh. On the success of our Annual dinner she
organised at the Bay Horse. On the success of the Beginners Course with 39 new
beekeepers supplied with hives and a nucleus of bees.
Paul Taylor was announced as our new Web Master. Kate Wallace as new editor
of “Combings” to be assisted by Alan Johnston.
Sue also announced that plans were being made to run trips again next season,
and also have the dinner at the Bay Horse Murton once more.
Secretary David Bough told us that membership stands at 145. Ivor Flatman will
be the judge at our Honey Show in November.
The topic at apiary meetings next season will be decided by the membership – if
there is a topic you want covered, get in touch with David.
10% discounts are available to Members from BB Wear and Yorkshire Beehives at
Riccall. Yorkshire Beehives will be the supplier of wood work for next season‟s beginners.
The Association have three extractors and cold uncapping knives to go with
them. A steam frame cleaner, and an electric wax extractor for use of members. More
funding is available for the library.
Treasurer John Thompson gave us a run down on our finances – you will have a
copy of them – they are very healthy. He reminded us that subscriptions are now due
(£25.00 for a full member) and if not paid by the end of December, your Membership
will lapse.
The Auction put £227.85 into our coffers.
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MacPherson, Paul Taylor and Mauby van Wik were presented with their Basic
Assessment Certificates.
Bill Bell was presented with a boxed pair of inscribed crystal goblets after 70 years
beekeeping. If you look back to “Combings” Numbers 1 and 2 you will be able to read
how Bill got started with bees.
I was presented with a fine bottle of Scotch for producing “Combings” for ten
years.
Bill Bell proposed under “Any Other Business” that Tom Robinson be made an
Honorary Member of the Association. This was passed unopposed.
Tom has been a Member of the Association for many years in various posts and
has done a lot of work for us. I think it is a well deserver honour.
The evening ended with Foul Brood Officer Peter Allanson giving us a run down
on AFB and EFB.
There was a big outbreak of AFB between Driffield and Bridlington involving one
beekeeper which will be given priority next year. York area had two cases of EFB and
four in the Selby area.
Peter spoke at length on nosema and stressed to only use Fumidil B if you have
nosema and not to use it prophylactically.
16th

Our annual Honey Show that took place at Murton on the evening of Wednesday
November was well attended.

While Honey Judge Ivor Flatman was deliberating, there was an “Open Forum”
taking place in the adjoining room.
The panel of “experts” where Pete Allanson, Alan Johnston and my self. Questions
and discussions lasted for an hour. I would like to think that our audience left the
meeting a little wiser.
The Honey Show Cup was won by Alan Johnston with 30 points; I came second –
well behind Alan with 13 points and third was Peter Allanson with nine points.
The John Fuller Trophy for a block of wax over 1lb in weight was won by Alan
Johnston.
The “Best Jar of Honey in Show” was a jar of heather honey exhibited by Martin
Ainsley. Arguably the highest accolade “Best Exhibit in Show” was Martin‟s self same
jar of heather honey.
In his comments after the show, Judge Ivor Flatman‟s encouraged new comers to
have a go. There was only one entry in class 13 – “Honey fruit cake made to the
standard” which was disappointing.
He also commented on class 3 –“Honey naturally set – not stirred”. This class is
prone to frosting and thus deters you from entering it. Exhibits that have frosted will not
be marked down.

-5Editor‟s comments: - This in effect means bottling straight from your extractor. If
you run it into buckets, it has to be heated to make plastic to pour into jars – you need
to stir it during the heating process to avoid hot spots in the bucket. This puts your honey
into class 5 – “Honey, soft set”.
Those of you with e.mail facilities will be aware of Yorkshire Beekeepers offer of
honey jars from Compac. I have enclosed them to refresh your memory.
---ooo000ooo---

EDITORS MUSINGS.
This is my last edition of “Combings”. I have been doing it for ten years now –and
this is my 40th edition. From now on Kate Wallace and Alan Johnston will take over.
Both have considerable beekeeping skills, and Kate in particular is familiar with
computers and what can be got out of them. “Combings” can only get better.
It was my idea to have such a news letter. Prior to the arrival of “Combings” you
got a single A4 once a year (twice if lucky) - from our Secretary under the pressure of
other things - with a quick résumé of previous events. Committee Meetings (two a
year!) could have been held in secret for the amount of information that was passed
to Members.
I was on the Committee at the time and I would like to take credit for suggesting
four Committee Meetings a year – this was implemented. Committee Meetings are
now held frequently and the Association benefits.
You must also remember that computers were not as wide spread as they are
today – the elders of the Association knew nothing about them. The first few editions
of “Combings” where done on a type writer with a small screen and saved onto a
floppy disk.
My idea was to collate information from Association Officers on the state of the
Association – to find articles of benefit to Members – coming events – not just York BKA
events, but others, not necessarily of a beekeeping nature that could be of interest to
Members. I like to think I have succeeded.
I think there is still room for such a journal within the Association. E.mails are very
quick but so impersonal. When the Yorkshire news letter arrives on my computer, I never
print it off. I have a quick read through and delete it.
Like the rest of you, I have just received (9th September) the Associations
accounts showing the cost of “Combings” which I work out at £1.44 per copy delivered
to your door.
Now is the time of year to clean up you equipment ready for next season. I do
not like frames and brood boxes to be stuck up with last year‟s propolis.
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frames. Make up plenty – there is no need to put foundation in – but have frames
ready for use. It will take twice as long in the summer when you have a swarm hanging
in a nearby bush and you have a score of other things to do.
The day following our Honey Show was fine and warm and coincided with the
date in my diary to remove the Apivar strips that I have used to treat varroa this year for
a change.
All colonies where flying strongly. Only the odd one had brood, but the most
noticeable aspect was how light some of them had become. As it is too late for liquid
feed I shall start using fondant.
So beware – with the unseasonably warm weather they are using stores fast.
Keep an eye on the amount of food your bees have – they will have to survive into
March before there will be enough forage for them to start building up again.
---ooo000ooo--OXALIC ACID APPLICATION DEMONSTRATION.
Sometime during late December or early January, Alan Johnston, YDBKA‟s apiary
manager, will demonstrate how to apply oxalic acid, at the Association apiary, Murton.
The (weekend) date will be notified via email, as it is weather and colony condition
dependent.
Oxalic acid treatment for Varroa can only be applied during a broodless period,
as, although it will not damage the hard bodied adult bee, it is lethal to soft bodied
brood. During December and early January there is usually no (or very little) brood,
making this the ideal time to fit in this treatment. Varroa need brood cells in which to
reproduce; during broodless periods, the gravid (egg carrying) female mites become
phoretic i.e. they use the adult bees as life support and as transport.
Alan will apply the solution on a mild day, using the trickle method.
The acid works by dissolving the biting mouthparts of the mites and the mite starves to
death - it‟s not pretty, but neither is a varroa damaged colony!
Oxalic acid is effective at reducing the number of mites within the colony, it does
not, however, eliminate the problem, but a reduced adult mite population at the
beginning of the year, followed by your usual Integrated Pest Management practices,
will result in a low mite count – which is very good news for your bees!
Oxalic acid can also be used later in the season whenever broodless conditions
exist, such as after a shook swarm, or on a newly hived swarm.
So if you are unsure about using oxalic acid please join us at the demonstration,
there will, of course, be an opportunity to ask the questions which will help you decide if
you wish to use this treatment on your own colonies.

-7THIS YEARS “INTRODUCTION TO BEEKEEPING” CLASSES
This year we have managed to teach and provide bees for 39 new beekeepers. I
have tried to incorporate some of the BBKA "Course in a Box" programme into our
course in order to bring us into line with the BBKA teaching syllabus although there is
little difference between the two!
The tutors for this course were David Gray, David Aston, David Bough, Alan
Johnston, Rob Coleman, Peter Allanson and Tom Robinson. Many thanks to them all. It
was Rob's first attempt with a power point display and Peter's first year as a tutor. (The
things I make them do! but they all rose to the challenge.) All the committee helped
with these sessions and turned up to give their support.
We had 36 people attend the theory course, which was held in the Farming
Museum and ran for seven weeks from the 8th February.
This was followed by the practical course in May which lasted for five weeks. The
first week‟s session was held at Murton Farming Museum and everyone who was
purchasing hives from the Association was helped to put their hive together in
preparation for receiving their bees the following week. My thanks to Nigel Davies,
John Thompson, David Bough, Tom Robinson, Chris Robinson, Rob Coleman, Peter
Allanson, John Fuller and Peter Crosby who came to help the beginners with this noisy
task. One of the things we learned was that there are many ways to put hives together
but everyone got there in the end.
For the following four sessions, the beginners were divided into two groups. The
first was for people who had not purchased bees from the Association and they had
their sessions at the bee pavilion where they were able to use the Association bees to
learn their craft. My thanks to Alan Johnston for getting the bees into good order for
our classes. The second group was for the people who had bought equipment and
bees from the Association and this was held at Barmby Farm in Bossall. My thanks to
John Thompson for finding this out-apiary for us to use.
Both groups followed exactly the same programme and again my thanks to the
tutors for repeating each session at each place,
The tutors for the practical course were David Aston, Rob Coleman, Alan
Johnston, Peter Allanson, David Bough, John Fuller, Kevin Welby, Nigel Davies and Don
Atkinson and they did their usual excellent work. I would also like to thank John
Thompson for all his work in organizing the sessions at Bossall and looking after the
purchasing of equipment and bees. I must also thank all the committee who all helped
in making our course a success again this year.
And finally may I give a warm welcome to all the new beekeepers and hope
that they will remain with our club and that they enjoy their adventures in beekeeping.
Sue Hesp
PROFESSOR TOM SEELY AT LINCOLN.
On Wednesday 2nd November, Alan Johnston drove Mike Marshall and I to
Riseholme College near Lincoln to listen to a talk by Professor Tom Seely of Cornell
University.
His talk was entitled “The Bee Hive as a Honey Factory” and examined the ways
in which honey bees physically interact with each other when there is an increase in
incoming nectar during a honey flow.
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to take advantage of the increase in available food. Like wise, the younger house
bees need to divert their sisters from cleaning, feeding and wax making duties to take
the additional nectar from the increased number of foragers, and pack it into empty
cells.
Professor Seely, carrying forward the work of von Frisch and Lindaner, has now
identified four physical behaviours shown to the 150+ audience on DVD.
1.
By foragers to other potential foragers in order to “wake up” inactive
foragers, either in the morning or after a prolonged period of inclement
weather, bees place their fore legs on the others thorax, and vibrate
them.
2.
By foragers to other potential foragers in order to indicate the distance
and direction to the nectar source, bees perform the well known
“waggle dance”. (Try watching one and working out where the bees
are going).
3.
By “packers”, to recruit additional packers – bees run erratically over the
face of the comb, bumping into other house bees.
4.
By house bees, to foragers “waggle dancing” – when the number of
incoming foragers overwhelms the available packers, the waggle
dancers must be stopped from recruiting even more foragers. A house
bee does this by stepping in front of a dancer and head butting it!
(accompanied by a beeping sound, as its thoracic muscles contract),
The head butt, which has only recently been discovered, was astonishing to see
on DVD and the accompanying “beep” quite unmistakable.
The whole event, arranged by Lincolnshire BKA was well organised and well
attended. It was a great shame there fore that only three of us from York were able to
make the journey. These overseas lecturers are a rare treat, and should be seen if at all
possible. It may involve a little travelling, but is worth while.
ANTIFREEZE.
Who would have thought that honey could be used as antifreeze in a motor car!
Read “A Manual of Beekeeping for English Speaking Beekeepers” by E.B.
Wedmore. First published in 1932. It appears in the reprinted edition of 1942 and also
appears in the second edition.
“Honey has been used in the anti freezing mixtures in the radiators of motor cars,
where it has the advantage that it does not evaporate or attack metal work. Subject to
there being no leakage, it is only necessary to make up the level with soft water from
time to time.
A mixture of half honey and half water may be employed, but where very low
temperatures are met with, it is advisable to add alcohol.
For temperatures of − 15° to − 20° stir in two parts honey to one part boiling water,
boil and skim if necessary, then add 10% of alcohol or wood spirit”.

-9Another unusual use for honey is as a radiation block;An unlikely claim in the wake of the Japanese earthquake/tsunami/ nuclear
plant crisis is that honey can stop radiation.
The anti-radiation honey is being offered to workers in North Korea.
It does not state how honey is applied – externally (messy) or internally (tasty).
---ooo000ooo--WORDS FOR YOUR BEEKEEPING DICTIONARY.
STERNOTRIBIC. This a pollination flower that opens when a bee triggers the keel petal to
open the flower and the pollen is deposited on the underside of the bee. E.g - broad
beans and viburnum.
NOTOTRIBIC. The opposite of sternotribic. Pollen is deposited on the back of the bee
when it lands on the keel petal. E.g – dead nettle and water balsam.
---ooo000ooo---

FORTHCOMING EVENTS.
Late December / early January. Murton Apiary.
Alan Johnston will be demonstrating the use and application of oxalic acid treatment
against varroa.
Friday 20th, Saturday 21st + Sunday 22nd April. British BKA Spring Convention.
The convention will not be held at Stoneleigh as it has been for many years, but at
Harper Adams University Campus, Newport , Shropshire. TF10 8NB.
All beekeeping magazines have adverts.
Enquiries to Tim Lovett. E.mail :- tjl@dermapharm.co.uk
Sunday 22nd April 2012.
Beverley BKA auction will be held in Woodmansey Village Hall. Woodmansey is on the
Hull road a couple of miles south of Beverley.
The programme of Association events sould be included on a card to accompany your
“Combings”
---ooo000ooo---

PAST EVENTS.
Sunday 4th September.
Nosema testing session was held by Association Microscopist Nigel Davies. Only
three Members availed themselves of the offer.

- 10 21st

Wednesday
September. At Murton.
A talk by Frank Ward of Harrogate and Ripon BKA on Bees for Development.
Bees for Development is a charity set up to supplement income and help
alleviate poverty by means of beekeeping in130 countries world wide. They are based
in South Wales.
The idea is not to ship out ready made equipment, which, in time to come, will
require more imported replacement parts, but to use local materials and craftsmen.
One little gem that Mr Ward told us – one of the best apiary sites in Vietnam was
on the edge of a mine field – no one dares go in to clear the mines so forage for bees is
abundant.
Bees
for
development
has
a
magazine
and
a
web
site
–
www.beesfordevelopment.org
Wednesday 19th October. At Murton.
Our Annual General Meeting.
Wednesday 16th November. At Murton.
Our Annual Honey Show.
---ooo000ooo---

FOR SALE.
AMBROSIA FONDANT
Boxes of Ambrosia fondant are available at £16.00 each.
The fondant is packed in 12.5kg boxes with five 2.5kg packets of sealed fondant in each box.
Ambrosia syrup is also available in 12.5 kg plastic canisters at £16.00 each.
If you are interested please contact David Bough.
Mobile :- 07 713 256 522.
e.mail :- david@thecottageholtby.co.uk
CLARO BEES for all your beekeeping supplies.
Large stock and very keen prices on all items.
Cedar National hive parts, frames ( all in first and second quality), clothing,
gloves, foundation, jars, spacers ,tools, smokers, medicines, straps etc. etc. all normally
in stock and at below list prices. Advice on the selection and use of beekeeping
equipment always available.
We are situated beside the Harrogate Arms, past the RHS Harlow Carr Gardens,
Crag Lane, Harrogate, HG3 1QA,
Open every Saturday morning 09.00 to 12.30 April to October inclusive or by prior
arrangement.
Contact Robert Hart on 01 423 865 873.
A map showing our location is available at www.hrbka.org.uk
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Yorkshire Beehives manufacture in Cedar and Redwood (pine) and carry a stock
of National and Commercial hives and their components in both timbers.
We also manufacture WBC, Langstroth, Dadant, Top Bar hives, Twinstock boxes
etc, etc, to order and will manufacture to customers own designs and ideas.
In addition we currently keep a small stock of the following items:- framed wired
queen excluders, plastic queen excluders, glass quilts, porter bee escapes, metal frame
runners, castellated spacers, mouse guards, pre-formed roof metal and varroa mesh.
Contact:- PAUL SNOWDEN, Unit 5, Milners Yard, Riccall Grange, King Rudding Lane
Riccall, York YO19 6QL,
Telephone :- 01 757 248 821 or 07 777 691 782. web site:- www.yorkshirebeehives.co.uk
E.mail yorkshirebeehives@btinternet.com
CLOTHING. Remember - as a Member of York + DBKA you can now get a check 10%
discount on clothing items available from BBwear Beekeeper's Clothing supplier.
You must advise BBwear that you are a Member of the York & District
Beekeeping Association, BBwear will then check with Nigel Davies our Membership
Secretary that you are in fact a fully paid up Member of Y+DBKA before you can
receive your discount”.
BBwear, Beekeeper's Clothing, 1 Glyn Way, Threemilestone, Truro, Cornwall
TR3 6DT.
Telephone :- 01 872 273 693. e.mail :- mike.bb1@btinternet.com www.bbwear.co.uk
HIVES FOR SALE
Two 14 by 12 hives. Includes, brood box, mesh floor, crown board, lid, and super.
£100 pounds each or £180 for both. I also have a smoker, hive tool, small round syrup
feeder, metal queen guard and several unmade frame pieces and foundation for £20.
Both hives have been scorched and Dhonn Atkinson will vouch for them.
Contact Evelyn Kilvington on 07 788 958 778. or e.mail :evelyn_kilvington@hotmail.com
YORKSHIRE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION. SPINKS COMPAC HONEY JAR OFFER.
Yorkshire BKA Special Prices
Product
Code Description
Price inc VAT
Per
1HONBC 1lb Standard honey jar
£12.14
72 units
70HONCR 70mm Gold metal screw caps. £10.01 100 units
Free delivery on orders of more than 15 gross on our own scheduled transport.
12HEX
12oz Hexagonal food jars
£15.82
84 units
63TOG 63mm Gold twist off food jar cap £5.05 100 units
If 10 or more cases are bought in one transaction price falls to £14.63 84 units Jars
£4.67 100 units Caps
Free delivery on 20 cases or more on our scheduled transport
282FOOD

282ml Round food jars

70TOG

70mm Gold twist of
food jar caps

£13.73
£6.89

72 units
100 units

- 12 If 10 or more cases are bought in one transaction price falls to £13.28 72 units Jars
£6.67 100 units Caps
Free delivery on 20 cases or more on our scheduled transport
NB - These prices are valid to YBKA members on production of a valid BBKA
membership number.
Free Delivery on our own scheduled transport applies when 20 cases of food jars are
purchased
This can be mixed cases if desired. Orders below the minimum will incurr a £12.50
delivery charge on our own scheduled transport and for customers outside this area
carriage charges will be applied accordingly.
Excludes 1lb Honey jars - minimum of 15 gross to be purchased to obtain free
delivery.
Call Gemma on 01 132 350 662.

---ooo000ooo--As cracker season is approaching :- An auction is a place where you get
something for nodding.
Finally :- Let me wish you all well for Christmas and the New Year.
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THE YORK AND DISTRICT BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

- 14 Charity number 507960
Comments of Accounts for 2010-2011 financial year.

21st November 2011.

I am pleased to report to you that the accounts for the period 1 st July 2010 to 30th June 2011 have
now been prepared and audited; the auditor raised no questions or changes.
I think it would be helpful if I mentioned a few points which you can consider whilst looking at the
figures.
As you will see, the Association has had a successful year financially, and is in a sound financial
position.
1.
Membership fees
As a result of this, the Committee has decided that membership fees for 2011/2012 will remain
unaltered from present levels.
Total membership this year was 145, of which 140 are paying members. The other 5 are honorary
memberships. Receipts were just over £3.400.
May I remind you that 2011-2012 fees are now due for payment. Application forms
should
be returned with the correct fees to Nigel Davies as soon as possible.
2.

Gift Aid refunds
You will note that these accounts do not show any Gift Aid tax recovered for the year.
The
HMRC guidelines for Gift Aid include the preference that the refund claim form
should
cover
the charity‟s accounting period. Therefore we will be submitting the claim paperwork after each
year end. So in future, Gift Aid recovered will appear in the following year‟s accounts to the year
to which it applies.
In our case, we have now received a refund £548.42 for the period 1 st July 2010 to 30th June
2011.
You may be interested to know that of our 140 paying members, 65% have Gift Aided and 12%
are not eligible to Gift Aid (e.g. they are non-tax payers). That leaves 23% who have not provided
a declaration. If the 23% did Gift Aid their subscription, it could generate up to £143.75 more for
our Association, at no cost to themselves.
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Foundation sales
Alan Johnston achieved foundation sales of £1606.80, up significantly up on the previous year‟s
total of £765.95
This year‟s scheme is now underway and you will have received your application forms recently

4.

Beginners Course
We tried a new approach for the course. Beginners were offered a starter hive through the
Association at cost, and two members raised nuclei. We were able to pass on the
bulk
discounts which were obtained.
39 took the theory course, and 36 took the practical course, of which 13 took hives
through
us, and18 took bees
We did make a slight surplus overall on this of £38.87
This year we are purchasing complete and assembled hive packs, which will provide the
beginners with everything needed to get started with the exception of their hive tool, smoker and
suit, which they will need to choose themselves
5.

Annual Auction
The annual auction event masterminded by Nigel Davies generated sales of £4784.85, which
gave us an income of £227.85 for our coffers. We charge a 5% buyers premium on items sold. To
encourage plenty of lots, sellers are not charged a premium.

6.

Bank Accounts
As a registered charity, all bank interest is paid gross.

Moving on now to Expenses:
7.

Capitation costs

- 15 This is the element of the membership fees which we pass on to YBKA and BBKA - £17.00 for a full
member and £12.24 for a partner. Nothing for a social member.
It is payable in two tranches - this figure of £2018.92 represents the second tranche for
20092010, and the first tranche of 2010-2011.
8.

Travel
We ran two bus trips – to Thorne‟s in November 2010 and Stoneleigh in April 2011 at a
£510. The total also includes travel expenses for our speakers and 2 members

cost

of

9.

Equipment purchases
We bought a second hand honey extractor and a new strimmer for the apiary.

10.

Observation hive
You may recall that in 2010 the Co-op gave us a grant of £2025.00 for 5 projects. 4 of
these projects have now been completed
Included in the balance of £8,950.99 in the CAF Gold A/C is an amount of £950.00, which has
been ring-fenced for use for the construction of an observation hive at Murton. This project is
currently in hand.
John C Thompson. Treasurer

---ooo000ooo---

YORK & DISTRICT BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
Charity Number: 507960
Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 29 th June 2011 in the Pavilion at the Yorkshire
Museum of Farming, Murton starting at 7.30pm.
Attendance: Nigel Davies, Peter Crosby, David Bough, Sue Hesp and John Thompson, Peter
Allanson, Hugh MacPherson, Paul Taylor
1.

2.

3.

Apologies: Julia Mander, Tom Robinson.
Minutes of Committee meeting on 4th May 2011: The minutes were approved as a true record.
Proposed by ND, seconded by PA and carried unanimously.
Matters arising: There were no matters arising.
1.
Correspondence: There was just one piece of correspondence from the organisers of the
Catton Village Show on 3rd September 2011 asking if the Association could man a stand
promoting beekeeping and selling honey. This had already been circulated via email. There
followed some discussion and it was agreed that the Association should be more proactive at
local shows and events. We should research a show pack with a simple fold away exhibition
table, Association banner and informational literature with leafets about York & District
Beekeepers and the events that we hold.
Treasurer‟s
May 2011
INCOME:
05.05.11
06.05.11
08.05.11
10.05.11
14.05.11
22.05.11

Matters: Report of Income and Expenditure since last Committee Meeting on 4 th
Various Practical Course fees, subs etc
A Gunning – Practical Course, sub
N Davies – various subs
P Raven – Practical Course, sub etc
Proceeds of Annual Auction
Various subs and course

£910.00
£35.00
£95.00
£240.00
£4,784.85
£60.00

- 16 26.05.11
31.05.11
01.06.11
01.06.11
07.06.11
14.06.11
15.06.11
21.06.11

P Crosby – hive etc
Various Practical Course fees etc
N Davies – purchase surplus frames
K Brierley – Practical Course
R Cowham – Practical course
A Coulson – Practical course
A Green – sub
Various subs, nucleus

£106.50
£267.00
£41.70
£21.50
£1.50
£10.00
£25.00
£170.00

EXPENDITURE:
09.05.11
YMOF – room rental
£25.00
15.05.11
Auction sellers payments
£4,557.00
22.05.11
BBKA Enterprises – training booklets
£4.09
22.05.11
S Hesp – husbandry day expenses
£5.67
22.05.11
J Thompson – stamps
£15.75
31.05.11
C Wynne Jones – Beginners Course hives
£1,484.57
31.05.11
J Fuller – “Combings” expenses
£177.38
07.06.11
P Allanson – 12 nucs for Beginners
£1,440.00
07.06.11
N Davies – 7 nucs for Beginners
£840.00
07.06.11
HSBC – stop cheque fee
£10.00
JT suggested that we give 2 bottles of wine to the farmer at Bossall as a thank you for hosting
the Beginner‟s Practical course out apiary. This was proposed by Peter Crosby, seconded by
Hugh MacPherson and carried unanimously. JT advised that at the year ended 30 th June 2011
we had a total of 140 Members, he also suggested that the Association fund another trip to
Thorne‟s and Stoneleigh 2012.
4.

YMOF Open Day - Sunday 3rd July: It was reported that everything was on track with the Open
Day and it was agreed that we try and capture as many names and contact details of
anyone interested in attending our Beginner‟s Courses or keeping bees so that they could be
contacted in the future.

5.

Beginner‟s Practical Course debrief: There appears to have been good reports from everyone
involved in the Practical Course. There were suggestions to have the course either a week or
two earlier and use the previous year‟s queens for the nucs or have the course a week or two
later to have new queens. There had been an extremely good atmosphere at Bossall and the
attendees had bonded well with their bees and each other. The first evening when
transferring the nucs to their own hives would require more beekeepers to help in future. It was
suggested that the starter pack should include everything required to get through the
practical course including entrance foam, hive strap etc and that we supply a shopping list of
anything else required other than that included in the Association‟s starter pack. It was
suggested that we buy all the kit in advance and that any excess kit could be sold at the
auction or offered to our members at cost price. It was acknowledged that there were
problems with hive assembly on the practical evening and it was suggested that we
approach a supplier to have the hives all constructed in advance for the beginner‟s course
and have another evening with the bees.

6.

2012 Theory and Practical Course Dates: The following Theory and Practical course dates
were agreed for 2012:
Theory Course - 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th February, 6th, 13th, 20th March
Practical Course – 29th May, 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th June

7.

Program for 2012: Because there have been some concern that too much of our program is
geared towards beginners DB asked for some suggestions for the subjects to be covered at
both evening talks and practical sessions/apiary visits for the 2012 program. It was agreed
that everyone would bring a suggestion to the next Committee Meeting.

8.

AOB: DB had spoken to Alan Johnston about a stainless steel manual extractor that he had
for sale, it was agreed that DB negotiate with Alan and agree a price so that the Association
could replace one of the extractors that had been misplaced. DB advised that after 10 years
of service that John Fuller had finally decided to step down from the role of Editor of

- 17 Combings and that Kate Wallace and Alan Johnston had agreed to take over the role from
John. Unfortunately this meant that Alan will step down as apiary manager at the end of
2011. DB asked that at the next meeting we have suggestions for who we should approach as
a replacement.
9.

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 7th September at the Pavillion, Murton.
---ooo000ooo--YORK & DISTRICT BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION. Charity Number: 507960
Minutes of Committee Meeting to be held on Wednesday 7 th September 2011 in the
Pavillion at the YMOF, Murton starting at 7.30pm.
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Attendance: John Thompson, Nigel Davies, Julia Mander, Sue Hesp, David Bough,
Crosby.

Peter

10.

Apologies: Tom Robinson, Hugh MacPherson, Peter Allanson, Paul Taylor.

11.

Minutes of Committee meeting on 29th June 2011: The minutes were approved as a true
record. Proposed by JT, seconded by ND and carried unanimously.

12.

Matters arising: PC had made some progress with a show stand and has the use of a tri-fold
table top stand that could have informational literature permanently in place. This could be
used at any event and by anyone delegated to attend on behalf of YDBKA, honey could be
displayed and sold and the Association‟s portable observation hive could be used. The show
stand will be developed through the winter to include a tri-fold DL leaflet promoting YDBKA
and its activities. JT confirmed that the two bottles of wine were gratefully received by the
farmer at Bossall for the use of his land during the Beginner‟s Practical course. JT will source a
price for readymade hives from Yorkshire Beehives of Riccall for the Beginner‟s Practical 2012
rather than supplying beginners with flat packed hives.

13.

Correspondence: There was just one piece of correspondence received from Alan Johnston
expressing his wish to continue as Apiary Manager until the end of 2012.

14.

Treasurer‟s Matters: Report of Income and Expenditure since last Committee Meeting on 29th
June 2011
INCOME:
23.07.11

Dickson/Russell – membership

£37.50

EXPENDITURE:
30.06.11
Alan Johnston – steel honey extractor
£150.00
30.06.11
Mike Marshall – grass strimmer
£170.56
22.07.11
Alan Johnston – apiary expenses for YTD
£213.64
22.07.11
John Thompson - 2 x wine by way of thanks
£18.48
to Edward/Richard Wickes for free use of their Farm as Out Apiary for Beginners
Practical Course
13.08.11
Yorkshire Beekeepers Association – balance £748.00
of Capitation fees
Since our last meeting two new Members have joined the Association one as a Full and one
as a Social Member. JT has now received the Gift Aid refund of £548.42 covering 1 st July 2010
to 30th June 2011 and in future Gift Aid will appear in the following year‟s accounts. We now
have 65% of our Members signed up for Gift Aid and ND is altering the wording on our
renewal and new application Membership forms so that our Members only have to designate
once for Gift Aid rather than every year. JT has paid the final tranche of capitation fees of
£748.00 and has also issued a cheque for £150 to Alan Johnston for an extractor; this cheque
has yet to be cashed.

- 18 15.

Apiary Manager: JT proposed that we accept Alan Johnston‟s offer to continue as Apiary
Manager until the end of 2012, this was seconded by ND and carried unanimously.

16.

Program for 2012: The outline for next year‟s program has already been
completed including the Beginner‟s Theory and Practical Course dates and a
queen rearing program. DB advised that we would hold another Bee Husbandry
Day run by the Bee Unit at Murton but it would be a joint event with Beverley
Beekeepers because the same Association cannot have the same event two years
running. Discussion took place on suggested content for evening meetings and
apiary visits including, an Oxalic Acid demonstration, clipping and marking
queens, Rape honey extraction, honey preparation, queen rearing, wax
preparation and handling, pests and diseases, candle making and cosmetics
production, a visit to the Bee Unit for a practical session, a visit to a glass
manufacturer to see honey jars being made, a visit to Chain Bridge Honey Farm
and the usual trips to Thorne‟s and Stoneleigh. The Program for 2012 would
continue to show a full year of events and we would re-issue the program half
way during the year if there were any changes that had been made. SH
suggested that additional copies of the programme be printed so that Beginners
could be given one when they start the Theory Course. Other events not directly
relating to YDBKA or beekeeping would not be included in the program.

17.

Association Website: DB had previously circulated an email from Linda Carey in which she
stated that she was no longer able to look after the YDBKA website and that the site would no
longer be visible from the end of September 2011. It was proposed by ND, seconded by JT
and carried unanimously that initially we send an email to all of our Members advising them of
the situation and asking if anyone would be willing to develop and run a new site for the
Association. It was agreed that any reasonable costs would be covered by the Association.
Further action would be taken at the next Committee meeting as required depending on the
response from the initial email requesting a volunteer.

18.

AOB: There was no further update on the observation hive PC to liaise with Mike Marshall for
further information. DB to contact TR to see where we were with a mobile observation hive
from Thorne‟s. ND asked for some help organising the Honey Show and JM and JT agreed to
help as required. SH to ask Jenny Smith to organise refreshments. SH requested that in future
all meetings apart from the AGM and Half Yearly Meetings take place downstairs in the
canteen in order to provide a more relaxed atmosphere and enable Members to pick up
refreshments during the meeting as required. DB to organise a panel of expert beekeepers to
field questions from Members whilst the Honey Show is being judged. The Pyrethroid
Resistance Testing program was discussed but it was agreed that the information was
available to us too late in the season and that most if not all of our Members would already
have started their Varroa treatment and so we would not be able to take part this year.

19.

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 5th October in the Canteen at the YMOF, Murton.

