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Two Eds.

Just when we thought the season could get no worse, the
floods added to a beekeeper’s problems. On checking the
editor’s sites after the deluge, I found the one furthest away
from the river, was under water! Considerable fortitude (wading
through flood water, sinking knee-deep in mud...) was required
to reach the hives, most were clear of the water but one
required dragging to higher ground. Flooding of this site was
most unexpected.
Don’t forget to check your hives regularly over the winter. A
good practice guide can be found on Page 22.
This issue contains an article on page 13 from David Aston,
Chair of the British Beekeepers Association and YDBKA
member.
The YDBKA AGM was held on 17 October; Ian Kibble was reelected as President, Bill Bell and John Acheson remain as vicepresidents, the new Secretary is Andre Scruton and John
Thompson continues as Treasurer. Our new Chairman is Paul
Taylor.
After the AGM there was an excellent and entertaining talk by
PhD student Catherine Thompson on her research into the
elusive British black bee.
A Spotter’s Badge to David Gray, who noticed the “deliberate
mistake” in the autumn edition; Two Eds were anonymous!
Apologies, this is rectified in this edition.

2

“Combings” is the newsletter of the York & District Beekeepers
Association.
Views expressed in the newsletter are those of the individual
contributors and not necessarily those of the Association as a
whole or of the editors.
Contributions to, and comments on Combings are always
welcome. We would particularly appreciate your pictures for
“Reader’s Hives”. PLEASE!
Please send any copy or comments to:
The editor: Kate Wallace
Combings@gmail.com
Assistant Editor is Alan Johnston

Combings is published quarterly.

The last date for copy for the next edition is:
18th February 2013

The hives shown on the front page were found on the North
West coast of Crete above Souda Bay by Alan’s friend, Chris
Swift. The back page is also hives in Crete, taken by my
colleague, Graham Cooper, who was also holidaying in Crete a
couple of weeks later.

The view from the new Chair.

Our new Chair, Paul Taylor writes:
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It came as something of a shock to be asked by your
committee to stand as Chairman. Needless to say I was
unopposed! Sue Hesp will be a hard act to follow and my
thanks go to her for the loyalty, time and hard work that she
has put in over the last few decades. We all owe her a large
debt of gratitude and I for one am very grateful that she has
agreed to stay on the committee.
Those of you who have read your Programme Card will have
noticed a change of Secretary. David Bough has decided to
stand down: we are again grateful to him, not only for the
interesting and varied programme that he put together over his
years as Secretary but also for his unremitting enthusiasm. His
successor is André Scruton and like me, he will be pleased that
David has agreed to stay on the committee.
We are saying farewell to Hugh MacPherson and Julia Mander
who have resigned due to the pressure of work. They have
both contributed handsomely over the years and our thanks go
to them both. Hopefully, we shall still see them at meetings
from time to time.
My first task, outside of Committee meetings, was to welcome
members to the Annual Honey Show. There was a good
turnout and most of the food kindly provided by members was
consumed. At 8.00 we all settled back to a most enjoyable
Beekeeper’s Question Time with our intrepid panel of John
Fuller, Alan Johnston and Rob Coleman fielding the questions
with aplomb. We were assailed with fascinating figures from
Alan; did you know that a colony brings in from 60 to 80 lbs of
pollen during the summer? Rob continued to give his whole
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hearted support for the British black bee and John told us how
to look after our boxes over the winter.
It gave me considerable pleasure to award Certificates of
Proficiency in Apiculture to three of our members along with a
washable badge. I have to confess that I haven’t sewn mine on
yet having received it from Sue last year. Those of you who
have just completed a year of beekeeping should consider
taking this test. It might even be the stepping stone towards
more modules. The person to contact is Wendy Maslin who is
our BBKA regional exam secretary.
Last but not least, I should like to wish you all a Happy
Christmas and a well deserved rest as we approach the New
Year. There will be a repeat Saturday morning meeting in
January at Murton on the use of oxalic acid as part of varroa
management. My bees were out and about this last week, it
being unusually mild. So if we do get a mild winter, be sure to
check the hive by hefting it and by seeing if there is any
fondant left. The bees will be using up reserves and not
bringing much in until the aconites come out in January.

Free to a good home!
Margaret Langstaff has some back copies of Bee Craft
magazine, mostly this and last year's editions. Please contact
Margaret by email if you would like to take advantage of this
kind offer.
mel@thebeehive.plus.com
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Thanks to Tom Robinson, a member of the Bee
Improvement and Bee Breeders' Association (BIBBA),
for this article on the all-important drone.
Drones are produced by parthenogenesis (that is from
unfertilised eggs) and have the characteristics (genes) of their
grandfather, having no father.
Drones are haploid, having only one set of chromosomes (16)
as opposed to two sets for both queens and workers (32).
Development from egg to a drone requires 24 days. Drone
honeybees are broader and heavier than queens, they have no
sting and do not forage, being to a great extent, dependant on
worker bees for their daily needs. Early in life, the drones are
fed by workers but later they feed themselves on honey and
pollen stored in the hive and they can generally be seen on the
pollen combs in the hive.
In cooler climates such as in the UK, drones are only present
in the hive during the summer months. Late in the summer and
sometimes as early as July, they are driven out by the workers
and are killed by the workers or die of starvation, exposure or
predation.
The drone’s sole purpose for its being is mating and if
successful his reward is death. Drones have highly developed
sense organs for mating and large eyes capable of nearly 360o
vision, with many ultraviolet receptors that enable a pursuing
drone to silhouette a queen bee against the skylight, drones
also have highly modified antennae for detecting the scent of
the queen
Sexually mature after 10 to 12 days, drones may embark on as
many as 25 flights during their life, each flight lasting about 30
to 60 minutes.
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When the weather is favourable groups of airborne drones
forming comets gather to await the passage of virgin queens
on their mating flight.
Drones locate the queens by her pheromones and using their
powerful wings, chase after her. Eventually as the drones catch
the queen, copulation takes place in flight. Air pressure from
the abdominal respiratory system expels the male genitalia. An
audible ‘pop’ signals a successful mating and the demise of the
drone, which falls to the ground.
Drones produced by laying worker bees will be full sized if
raised in drone cells but much smaller if they are raised in
worker cells, all are sexually functional.

Last call for renewals!!
A note from Nigel Davies, our membership Secretary:
The end of the year is fast approaching and over 80 members
have renewed their subscriptions. This will be the last reminder
for those members who have not yet renewed their
membership. Membership and insurance cover lapses for those
who have not renewed by 31st December. Copies of the
renewal form are available on the website:
www.yorkbeekeepers.com

Fuller’s earth.
John has been pondering on auction prices and how those new
to the craft can avoid some auction pitfalls.
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Those just starting out as beekeepers may easily be put off by
the price you will have to pay to obtain some of the more
specialised items of equipment.
This is where auctions come in. Be wary of buying woodwork –
particularly home-made, it may harbour disease or wrongly
sized. National hives are 18⅛″ square, but if the internal are
incorrect then the bee space will be “out”. However, for other
items, auctions come into their own. Extractors, settling tanks
and electric uncapping knives cost a small fortune, and, having
left the show room, they depreciate as fast as a motor car! As
a newcomer buying equipment at auction, there is no more
depreciation and if you decide that beekeeping is not for you, it
can be sold at another auction for the same price that you paid
for it, in modern parlance, a win - win situation.
Below are some of the prices fetched at Beverley auction
Sunday 29thApril 2012.
Strainaway filtering system £28
MG heather press £65. (Built to last!) I have seen them selling
for between £50 to £75 lately.
Brunel stereo microscope £20. Not the top of the range by any
means. I have one and find it perfectly adequate for Acarine
detection.
Galvanised hive stands £15. I have something similar and paid
£40 each, some years ago.
100 kilo settling tank with strainer £35
200 kilo settling tank £60.
A stainless steel, electrically driven twelve-frame extractor in
good condition £320.
Did you know?
In his book “Honey by the ton”, (first published in 1983), bee
farmer Oliver Field says that it is the duty of every beekeeper
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who uses farm land for a crop of rape honey, to shoot wood
pigeons during the winter and to be seen around (by the
farmer).

YDBKA Treasurer John Thompson attended this year’s
Honey Show and kindly sent this account of the
proceedings.
Some 40 members gathered at YMOF in Murton on the evening
of 14th November for the annual Honey Show – organised once
again in his inimitable way by Nigel Davies, assisted by some
fairly new beekeepers – Adrian Burnside, Paul Raven and
Annemarie Coulson.
Ivor Flatman kindly provided some necessary gravitas to the
occasion as the Honey Judge, for which we thank him.
16 members entered this year across the 21 available classes –
surely there are more of you that could enter?
Martin Ainsley romped home with 24 points to claim the Honey
Show Cup for the highest number of points – followed by Jenny
Smith with 17 points and Rob Coleman with 14 points.
Nigel Davies was rewarded for his efforts with the award of
“Best jar of honey in Show”, Alan Johnston won the “Best
Exhibit in Show” and Jenny Smith received the John Fuller
Trophy for the Class 12 block of wax over 1lb.
Whilst Ivor was mulling over the entries, Sue Hesp and Jenny
Smith provided members with hot drinks and supervised a
“bring and share” supper. When all had had their fill, our new
Chairman Paul Taylor invited members to question a panel of
very seasoned experts fielding member’s questions. Needless to
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say this session provided a combination of information,
disagreement, and amusement. And possibly for some of our
newer beekeepers, a sense of bewilderment. Alan Johnston,
John Fuller and Rob Coleman took to their roles like bees to
honey – a sort of “Last of the Summer Wine” but younger!!
Thank-you, Gentlemen.
They started with a spirited discussion about over-wintering
supers and comb, advising on ways to combat wax moth and
their eggs. Basically, put them outside in a tower, well sealed
from the weather, and let the little b*****s freeze in the dark!
Mouse guards should be fitted to hives at this time.
Moving on, the discussions covered the following main points:
o Now is the time to swap syrup for fondant
o Artificial insemination and new queen introduction
techniques. A presentation on this by a member of the
NBU is being planned for sometime in 2013
o Use of stimulative feeding in early spring, before the OSR
comes into flower – bees should be ready for the rape,
not got ready on the rape. This will encourage the queen
to start with early laying.
o Insertion of the varroa floor insert to help increase
warmth in the hive for a few weeks in spring to help
encourage brood development

o Some problems associated with ordering queens by post,
especially the need to put them into hive when received,
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and the problems/losses should the weather be
unfavourable at that time
o Swarm collection – and especially the need to quarantine
for a couple of brood cycles before being put in the apiary.
Paul Taylor then presented “Certificates of Proficiency in
Apiculture” (the Basic examination) to Anthony Day, Nick
Mansell and John Thompson.
The final part of the evening came with the announcement of
the winners, followed by a few comments from Ivor.
This year has been a tough year for beekeepers across the
country – but in spite of this he was pleased with the standards
of the exhibits. Presentation tips were given – in particular
labelling where the product is being sold to the general public
through a 3rd party. Labels must show the weight in pounds
and jars must contain a full measure. Lot numbers and expiry
dates must be clear.
Labels purchased through Thornes or similar can be expected
to conform to current labelling legislation – it is those
beekeepers that produce their own labels that need to be very
careful that they comply.
The Chairman gave a vote of thanks to Ivor, following which
members headed home.
Once again, Nigel and his team had put on a very enjoyable
evening – well done!
The Laws of Beekeeping
A tongue-in-cheek piece by Len Heath, author of A Case of
Hives
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1. Beekeeping equipment has a mind of its own.
a) The tendency of the smoker to go out is directly proportional
to the aggressiveness of the bees.
b) Sting proof gloves aren't
c) The probability of forgetting a vital piece of equipment is
directly proportional to the distance of the apiary from home.
d) The likelihood of damaging a piece of equipment is directly
proportional to its cost.
2. Swarming cannot be managed.
a) The incidence of swarming can only be reduced by keeping
your eyes on the ground when approaching the apiary.
b) Only other people's bees swarm on to low branches.
c) A queen can be found easily only when there is no need to
find her.
d) The difficulty of introducing a queen directly increases with
her cost.
e) Swarming can only be prevented by keeping hens instead of
bees.
3. The clerk of the weather dislikes beekeepers
a) There is a greater probability of rain on the day that you
plan to go to the apiary than on any other day that week.
b) Whatever meteorologists think, thunderstorms are a direct
consequence of putting on a veil and lighting a smoker.
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4. Beekeeping cannot be taught
a) However many times it works on trial, it will fail in the
demonstration; something else will go wrong.
b) Any explanation of a manipulation, which is presented so
clearly that it cannot be misunderstood, will be.
And don't forget Murphy's Law: Anything which can go wrong
will go wrong.

(From L&D BKA courtesy of e-BEES)

Thanks to BBKA Chairman David Aston for this account
of his visit to the 1st European Beekeeping Congress.
The 1st European Beekeeping Congress took place in Agen,
France from the 11-14 October 2012. Sally and I were
attracted by the subtitle ‘Beekeepers and farmers,
engaged in the same territory’ and particularly attracted to
the prospect of trying to achieve co-existence. Scientists,
veterinarians, bee breeding specialists, farmers and
beekeepers; local, regional and national politicians, public
officials, beekeeping equipment suppliers and non –
governmental organisations all contributed to range of interests
present at the congress.
The congress was organised by UNAF (Union Nationale de
l’Apiculture Française) and L’Abeille Gasconne.) As well as the
extensive lecture and round table programme there was a
comprehensive trade show including stands from environmental
interests and other stakeholders in honeybees.
The first session dealt with breeding and selection and
described techniques to improve and succeed in queen rearing.
One of the key messages from this session was the recognition
of the importance of the need to conserve and improve the
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genetic variability present in honeybees which could be
introduced into beekeeping with consequential benefits giving
them a better chance of resisting and surviving pests,
pathogens and beekeeper induced stresses.
The second session and one of my key reasons for attending
the congress was a Roundtable discussion, GMO: what impact
on beekeeping? The panellists represented organic and non
organic farming, government scientific advisors, the European
Commission DG Health and Consumers, the European
Professional Beekeeper Association (EPBA), local government
officials, seed producers and beekeepers. The audience were
clearly very anti GM crop technologies and there was EU
consumer resistance. A key message was that it was believed
that the risk assessments which need to be performed before
products using GM technology can be placed on the market are
inadequate.
The session also discussed the recent developments on GM
pollen in honey especially the proposal from the European
Commission to change the description of pollen in honey to be
a natural constituent and not an ingredient. The ramifications
of a decision on definitions are considerable, especially if the
honey contains GM pollen. The potential need for prior
authorisation to place such honey on the market, the costs of
testing, intercrop cultivation security distances and co-existence
were all issues to be resolved. Whilst it was clear that the
audience expressed opposition to any commercial exploitation
of GM crop technologies there were differences of opinion and
interpretation expressed by panel members and the impact this
would have on the strategies to be adopted.
This session was followed by a demonstration of how positive
actions can lead to good relationships between farmers and
beekeepers, in particular how the rural space is organised in
the Lot-et-Garonne to secure beekeeping, seed production and
organic farming. Representatives of these sectors have signed
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up to a charter of co-existence. The four commitments of the
charter are
• To develop a dialogue between the users of the space
• To preserve the insect pollinators, which are indispensable
to agricultural activities
• To contribute to the control of the pollen flow in order to
avoid contamination by undesirable pollen that is a major
problem for seed producers
• To limit the impact of plant protection products on honey
bees
This charter has political support and it could be a blueprint for
tackling the problems of how different sectors can co-exist in
the same landscape.
Kiwi is a major crop in the area and the session on kiwi fruit
production in France demonstrated the crucial importance of
good pollination in order to achieve the yields and quality of
fruit demanded.
The Roundtable session on phytopharmaceutical products
principally covered the subject of neonicotinoids and the
presentation of data which purported to demonstrate sub-lethal
effects of neonicotinoids on bees. The panel participants
represented research scientists, beekeepers, environmental
law, veterinarians and government agencies and they
contributed their knowledge and understanding on
neonicotinoids. The information presented was largely a reprise
of that already in the public domain. The audience were clearly
negative towards neonicotinoids. This issue has drawn
attention to the fact that the risk assessment protocols covering
honeybees including bumble bees and solitary and systemic
pesticides need to be further developed especially with regard
to chronic exposure and potential sub-lethal effects. EFSA
(European Food Standards Agency) has produced draft
guidance on risk assessments for honeybees, bumble bees and
solitary bees including sub-lethal effects and it should be noted
that a report on neonicotinoids from EFSA which was
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commissioned by the European Commission and the French
government is due at the end of 2012.
The session on bee health monitoring included presentations
on the interactions of Nosema ceranae and insecticides, studies
of apiaries in the west of France on asymptomatic carriers of
infectious agents and the consequences and other papers on
Varroa. The results of the latest comparative tests of Varroa
control products were briefly shown to the audience. It was
interesting to note that a distinction was drawn between the
development of resistance of Varroa to products and the failure
of treatment for example the product being incorrectly applied.
It seems very unlikely that significant new Varroa control
technologies will be available in the foreseeable future and so
efforts must be made to optimise the use of the treatments and
biotechnical controls currently available.
The presence of honeybee pathogens in asymptomatic colonies
has been reported elsewhere in Europe, for example in the UK.
The factors which affect the equilibrium balance of pathogen
presence and the expression of the disease are numerous and
could include synergies, the effects of chemical cocktails,
weather and nutrition.
The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is currently being
renegotiated and the next session considered the future of
beekeeping and the honey market and how beekeepers could
influence the direction of the new CAP. In the agricultural
landscape honeybees and other pollinating insects required
buffer zones as food resources. This in turn means crop
rotation and limiting single crop systems, the provision of
herbaceous species and the ongoing maintenance of species of
value for bee nutrition in the agricultural landscape. It was
hoped that the recognition of the importance of pollination
would be integrated into the future development of the CAP
and create measures which would be lasting in their effects.
French beekeepers have several years of experience of the
Asian Hornet (Vespa velutina) whilst we in the UK are on full
alert for its arrival. It was very useful to observe the Asian
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Hornet in action around the demonstration hives and see the
numbers which had been trapped on the morning we watched
the hornets.
The congress is going to be repeated next year in Brussels and
I certainly plan to attend.
David Aston.

From Charles Butler, The Feminine Monarchie, 1609

The chiefest cause, to read good bookes,
That moves each studious minde
Is hope, some pleasure sweet therein,
Or profit good to finde.
Now what delight can greater be
Than secrets for to knowe
Of Sacred Bees, the Muses’ Birds,
All which this booke doth showe.
Reader’s hives.
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This edition’s model is the Crosby of Dunnington!
Peter says it “Shows a ‘swarm’ having had a fly around on one
of the rare warm sunny days after a spell of bad weather
returning to their hive”

There is no report from the Inspectors this time, as there are
no colony inspections in the winter, though I understand that
some are busy inspecting ash trees for Chalara fraxinea
instead.
For this edition’s book review, Alan has taken a look at
“Plants for Bees”. Kirk & Howes 2012.
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I tend to wince when I hear the words “revised” or “updated
and improved” when applied to a much-loved favourite, be that
a classic black & white film, old motorbikes, jazz records or
Barbour jackets.
I winced too, when I heard that one of the classic bee texts,
“Plants & beekeeping” originally from 1945 was to be given a
makeover and re-issued. Sacrilege! That book has held a
central place in my own small reference collection for a long
while and was first choice for confirming the usefulness of
virtually every GB plant in respect of its nectar or pollen yield.
And now someone was going to fiddle about with it – add
“special effects”! Oh no!
But the fiddlers were well respected; top plant and pollen
authors, new sections by specialists in bumblebees and solitary
bees, and the honeybee section co-authored by our very own
David Aston and Sally Bucknall.
Might be worth a look…
So, I sold a few extra jars of honey, sent my £25 to the
publishers, IBRA, and waited. The wait was well worthwhile,
though: the book was better than I could have hoped for. It
appeals to a wider audience than the original, which was really
just for beekeepers, and looks at all types of bees, identifying
their present needs and current problems. There then follows a
200 + page review of the usefulness of virtually every plant
you can think of, all with colour photographs, and its value to
solitary, bumble and honeybees.
Its value as a honey crop is noted, often accompanied by
photos of the pollen grains, and it also has an excellent index.
(It’s also got a forward by Kate Humble but you can make up
your own mind about that…)
So, with Christmas rapidly approaching, and your nearest and
dearest looking for something bee-related to fill your Christmas
stocking, you could fare worse than to drop a hint about this
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book. At £25 it’s not cheap but it is quality and that’s always a
good reason to buy. It’s a modern classic!
Available from IBRA:
16 North Road
Cardiff
CF10 3BY
Tel: 029 2037 2409
Did you know?
If you leave the garage door open when you are gardening,
Basil the Airedale will sneak in; rip open a new pack of
Apifonda, and gorge himself on the contents, resulting in a dog
with a sugar rush…

You probably saw the article about French beekeepers that had
a crop of green and blue coloured honey, due to their bees
foraging at the nearby confectionery factory. What you may not
know is that YDBKA vice-president, Bill Bell, had a similar
problem some years ago, when his green coloured honey was
believed to have come from one of the chocolate factories in
York.
Winter care of your bees.
As your bees have gone into winter with plenty of stored honey
and or sugar syrup, there should be little left to do other than
ensuring hives are not blown over by winter gales, blocked up
by snow or floating away in the floods. However there are a
few things to look out for. The bees can keep themselves warm
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in the cluster, but damp is the real enemy. Make sure your
hives are adquately ventilated, mesh floors are a great help.
Lift the corners of the crown boards by using matchstalks if you
have solid floors, as this will help to improve air-flow around
the brood box.
Roofs must be leak free or the damp will get in. If you think
that your hives are a little light-weight, then place a block of
fondant as near to the cluster as you can – if you have left on
the Apiguard eke, place the fondant diretly on the top bars
above the cluster. Otherwise put the fondant over the open
hole on the crown board. Make it easy for the bees to get at,
life is hard enough for them in the winter.
There is a case to be made for the presence of fondant causing
the bees to break their winter cluster, but in my opinion, better
safe than sorry.
Hopefully the winter will have some mild breaks so that the
bees can move around the hive and reach fresh stores and get
out for cleansing flights.
Green woodpecker damage to hives is a problem in some
areas, if these birds are in your area, (and they are becoming
more common aroung here) it will be worth protecting your
hives with a cage of chicken wire, as once they learn about
bees hives, they will be back.
Remember from time to time to take off the mouseguard and
clear out any dead bees that may be blocking the exit – and
don’t forget to replace it!
Don’t disturb your bees by lifting the crown board, other than
to do an oxalic acid (OA) treatment in December or early
January, when brood production is minimal. For a “How to”
guide on applying OA, please see the December 2011
Combings, available via the website.
As usual, Alan will give a working demonstration of OA
application at the Association apiary one Saturday morning
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early in January. The date will be notified by email to all
members.
NB. David Bough has Apifonda for sale at £19 for a 12.5
kg box – email: david@thecottageholtby.co.uk

From The Sacred Bee by Hilda M. Ransome:
G Henderson, in Folklore of the Northern Counties, states:

Bees are said at Christmas-time to hum a Christmas hymn.
Thus the Rev. Hugh Taylor writes: “A man of the name of
Murray died at the age of ninety, in th parish of Earsdon,
Northumberland. He told a sister of mine that on Christmas
Eve, the bees assemble to hum a Christmas hymn and that his
mother had distinctly heard them do this on one occasion when
she had gone out to listen for her husband’s return. Murray was
a shrewd man but seemed to belive this implicitly!”

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all our
readers.
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More Cretan hives, just the thing as a winter warmer!
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