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The password for the members area of the YDBKA website is: 

beesatyork 
 
“Combings” is the newsletter of the York & District Beekeepers 
Association. Views expressed in the newsletter are those of the 
individual contributors and not necessarily those of the 
Association as a whole or of the editor. 
Contributions to, and comments on “Combings” are always 
welcome. I would particularly appreciate your pictures for 
“Reader’s Hives”.  

Please send any copy or comments to: Combings@gmail.com 

Combings Editor: Kate Wallace 

73 Keble Park South 

Bishopthorpe  

York YO23 2SU 

Tel: 01904 778319  

Assistant Editor: Alan Johnston 
Proof reader: Julie Bishop  

Combings is published quarterly.  
Please note that the last date for copy for the next 
edition is:  

18th December 2018. 
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Two Eds. 
Summer 2018, what a summer that was! I hope your bees did 
well, although some crops yielded little nectar due to the 
scorching temperatures and arid conditions, we hope the balsam 
has benefited from the recent rains. More on that in Alan’s article 
on pages 5 and 6. 
My own hives are being plagued by wasps this year. The wasps 
seem to be having a bumper season. Make sure that hive 
entrances are reduced to an easily-defended width and any 
leaking edges are properly sealed up to keep out the wasps (and 
robber bees). Wasps traps set up in the vicinity of your apiary 
may help to reduce numbers a little, but destroying any wasp 
nest you can find would help even more!  
 Many thanks to Hugh McPherson for the front cover image of 
this edition. Hugh writes that the picture was taken last summer 
on the Isle of Lismore, after cattle forced their way into an 
apiary, to eat the grass between the hives and the back wall, the 
gap was so narrow that all three WBCs were knocked over. It is 
not known if the bees survived the experience. 

Please send in your pictures and articles for use in “Combings”.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Current membership subscriptions will be due for renewal 
on 1 October 2018 

Full member: £25.00 
Partner member: £20.00 
Social member: £12.50 

In the Summer issue of “Combings”, number 66, I indicated that 
a membership form would be available on the web site in August 
2018. As I am sure you are all aware by now, the BBKA is 
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introducing a new membership subscription scheme. However at 
the time of writing (11th August 2018) I have not heard how this 
will be implemented. As a result, a form is not yet available on 
the YDBKA website. 

As soon as I do hear anything I will advise you all – so my 
comment above may well have been superceded by the time you 
read this article. 
Our new financial year end is 30 September 2018 (it's a 15 month 
“year” this time), so I will circulate a copy of the unaudited 
Income and Expenditure Statement at the beginning of October 
for you to peruse. An audited Statement and my formal Report 
will be presented as usual as part of the AGM business. 
I will be retiring as your Treasurer and Membership Secretary at 
the AGM on 7th November 2018 so I hope that you will support 
my replacement to the same degree that you have supported 
me. Please ensure that you use the appropriate official email 
addresses for beekeeping matters: 
treasurer@yorkbeekeepers.com and 
membership@yorkbeekeepers.com rather than my personal 
address from now on. 

John C Thompson 
Treasurer and membership Secretary 

Did you know? 

That Professor Dumbledore’s name in Harry Potter comes from 
the Cornish word for bumble bee? 

AGM 2018 

Do note that this year’s AGM is on 7th November and use the 
occasion to offer your services if you would like to be on next 
year’s committee, you don’t need to be an expert on bees and 
without our hard-working committee, there would be no YDBKA. 
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Heatwave! 
Alan reviews the 2018 season. 
 
A cold wet spring has been followed by one of the hottest of 
summers in (beekeeping) memory. 
  Those who got off to a slow start on the rape were probably 
hoping to catch up on the summer flora, but results have been 
extremely variable. 
Those in urban areas may have done better for honey than those 
in rural settings, where parks and gardens were regularly 
watered, and the heat was beneficial. Those relying on the un-
watered hedgerow flora may have found it dried out, honey 
scarce, and even bees in need of feeding. 
Deeper-rooted trees clearly found water and produced tree 
honey. I’ve acquired a bucketful of it: it’s a black as molasses 
and has a water content of barely 16%. (It’s virtually inedible, 
being extremely strong tasting! But it’s interesting to see the 
effects of one variable – heat- on a small part of beekeeping 
practices). 
Even the ever-reliable Himalayan balsam, a sure-fire honey-
getter until the first frosts, threw us a “curved-ball”. It flowered 
early, in mid-July, and hives were taken to the riverbanks with 
high hopes. With temperatures in the high 20°s, not a bee left 
the hives! Examination of the plants showed only a few bumble 
bees working the flowers, perhaps one per square metre, and 
no honey bees at all, so either the heat has drastically restricted 
nectar production or it was being evaporated off as soon as it 
was produced. Either way, honey stored in brood boxes was 
used up by hungry bees, and when temperatures did begin to 
return to normal, it took a while for them to refill bottom boxes 
for winter, before they even thought of storing it “upstairs”  
So, it’s been an interesting season! The heat has had effects 
which I’ve never seen in 20+ years, and I am having to buy-in 
runny honey – but education always has a cost! 
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Autumn/winter preparation 
 
It must be a little like reading Gardeners Weekly – the same tips 
and hints, at the same time of the years, trying to anticipate the 
same problems! But with a continuing stream of new recruits to 
the craft, and certainly a high number of colony losses this 
spring, a few “preparing your hives for winter” reminders may 
be useful for some. 
 
Colony size – large colonies (12 – 14000 bees) winter better 
than small ones. Unite small units together around your best 
queen. You can always split them again in spring to build up your 
numbers. 
 
Varroa treatments are an ongoing battle. Applying both 
autumn and winter treatment is useful. Check the instructions 
for product use of you still have supers on the hive at the time 
of application. 
 
Weatherproof and pest proof hives are essential. Ensure you 
have no resident mice before you put the mouseguards on! Strap 
the floor, boxes and roof together if you have a windy site. 
 
Queen-right? Young, proven queens are always better than 
the older ones. They’ve less chance of going “drone-layer” in 
early spring, when it’s difficult to get replacements, so careful 
assessment is required before uniting. 
 
Sufficient food? Assessing the weight of a hive by “hefting” 
i.e. lifting the hive from behind is a slowly-acquired skill. Try 
simple addition; a full super frame weighs approximately 2 ½ 
lbs. a National brood box frame weighs 5 ½ lbs, a 14x12 is  
7 ½lbs. The bees will need as close to 60lbs of winter stores as 
possible, so whether you are leaving honey on, or topping up 
with syrup, you will need the equivalent of six full frames of food 
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in the brood box and a full super. Those on 14x12 will be ok if 
eight of the brood box frames are full of stores.  
Feeding syrup should be completed before the end of 
September, as the bees must “ripen” the syrup sufficiently to 
prevent fermentation, and the air temperature must be warm 
enough to enable this.  
 
Ventilation – there still disagreement between those who 
chose moderate ventilation and those who insulate with 
polystyrene and old carpet tiles! Gentle ventilation is my 
preference to reduce damp, but whatever you choose let it be 
based on personal experience rather than just copying what your 
granddad did! 
 
Great beekeepers 
 
R.O.B Manley 1888- 1978 
In his day, Robert Orlando Beater Manley was probably the most 
successful commercial beekeeper in the UK.  
Virtually self-taught, he effectively dragged UK beekeeping from 
skeps and WBCs to American-style commercial practices, and 
proved that it was possible to make a comfortable living from 
honey production. 
As a teenager, he made his first few hives from old sugar crates, 
and transported his first swarms on his motorbike!  
He quickly recognised the need for large colonies and started 
with “Commercial” hives (16 x 10 frames) and then moved on to 
the American “modified Dadant” (17 5/8 x 11 1/4); as he started 
out as a commercial beekeeper. 
The super frames he devised still carry his name, with self-
spacing side bars touching from top to bottom, and top and 
bottom bars of the same width for ease of uncapping. 
 
He wrote three books outlining his practices, which are still 
available as modern reprints. Even if you have no thoughts of 
ever “going commercial”, the books are well written and contain 
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a wealth of sound practical advice which is as pertinent today as 
it was sixty years ago, for both hobbyists and commercial 
beekeepers. 
 
Did you know? 
 
According to the “i” newspaper, the French scientists who 
forecast this year’s soaring temperatures have reported that we 
should be prepared for further heatwave summers “For the 
2018-20022, the probabilistic forecast indicates a warmer than 
normal period…with an increased likelihood of intense to 
extreme temperatures”. 
 
The vegetarian wasp 
 
Bees, as I am sure you know, originally developed from a diverse 
family of wasp, the Sphecidae. There is debate about how long 
ago it happened, but there can be no doubt about their sphecid 
relatives by three species to one. Following this initial behaviour, 
bee bodies developed more hairs to trap pollen. Why land on 
flowers in the first place? Perhaps to capture prey already thee: 
perhaps drawn to the benefits of nectar as fuel. Perhaps pollen 
was only an addition to their meaty diet, but certainly any proto- 
bee that spent its time on flowers rather than hunting was at 
less risk of predation itself. Natural selection would have 
favoured the vegetarian wasp; it would have lived longer, 
produced more young, and eventually the wasp became a bee 
 
 

Fondant and syrup for sale 
David Bough has plenty of syrup and fondant in stock as usual: 
syrup is £18 per jerry can and fondant is £19 per box.  
David is in Holtby. Contact him via email at: 
david@thecottageholtby.co.uk or by phone 07713 256522  
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Alan Johnston also has syrup and fondant for sale at the same 
prices. Alan is near Selby, his phone number is 01757 633202. 
For the one-hive beekeeper, Alan will sell a single 2.5 kg pack of 
fondant at £4 

Coming up at Murton 
The autumn sessions kicks off on 12 September with a talk by 
none other than Ged Marshall. Ged is well-known for the quality 
of his queens but will be talking to us about spring management. 
John Whittaker, Master Beekeeper, will discuss the 
importance of comb change at the AGM on 7th November. 
The YDBKA Honey Show will take place on 10th October, there 
will be a “bring and share” supper. Do make an effort 
to contribute to the Show, there are classes for cakes, 
wax, photographs and mead, as well as honey classes. 
There are beginner’s classes for honey too, so please do join 
in. 

The schedule is available from the website. 

Thank you to John Ellwood, who has been perusing his local 
archives, and kindly sent me this. 

 Among the Wills and Inventories we found the following entries: 

22nd March 1719, included in the Inventory of Francis Herbert 
of Skipwith, are "Bees", two hives valued at £0-13s-0d. 
By comparison, in 1720, a Mary Cliffe had 1 cow valued at £2-
10s-0d. Or in 1721 John Savage left one Mare at £2-13s-4d. In 
1723 Arthur Houfe's six sheep were worth £1-10s-0d. These 
were the days of oxen and Sarah Jackson’s 2 oxen were valued 
at £10-10s-0d. 
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The only other record of "Bees" we found belonged to George 
Buttle. His Inventory records "Bees" at £1-0s-0d but it doesn't 
record how many hives that covered. His other farm-related 
valuation include: 

2 Cows 7-0-0
2 Heifers 2-2-0
2 Halflays(?) 1-7-6
2Calves 0-17-6
3 Mares & 2 Foals 12- 0-0
2 Stags(?) 3-10-0
2 Pigs 0-15-0

[I assume these figures are pounds, shillings and pence. Ed] 

Together with his house possessions, he left a total valuation of 
£64-18s-0d. 
Therefore, his bees amounted to around1.5% of all of his 
wealth! 

Did you know? 

“You can never tell with bees” 

A.A. Milne 

Winnie the Pooh  

1926 
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I spotted this on Pinterest…I couldn’t get a comb that size into 
my spinner! 

Reader’s Hives 


