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The password for the members area of the YDBKA website is:
beesatyork
“Combings” is the newsletter of the York & District Beekeepers
Association. Views expressed in the newsletter are those of the
individual contributors and not necessarily those of the
Association as a whole or of the editor.
Contributions to, and comments on “Combings” are always
welcome. I would particularly appreciate your pictures for
“Reader’s Hives”.
Please send any copy or comments to: Combings@gmail.com
Combings Editor: Kate Wallace
73 Keble Park South
Bishopthorpe
York YO23 2SU
Tel: 01904 778319
Assistant Editor: Alan Johnston
Proof reader: Julie Bishop
Combings is published quarterly.
Please note that the last date for copy for the next
edition is:
18th August 2018.
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Two Eds.
Welcome to our new readers, those of you on the beginners
course and other new members who have joined our happy
throng this year.
News from the National Bee Unit:
Dhonn Atkinson has now moved up the ladder, to take on the
role of Regional Bee Inspector. We wish him well in the new
post.
Dhonn’s replacement as one of local Seasonal Bee Inspectors
is yet to be appointed.
What a start this time! A dreadful spring, the late cold weather
put back our beekeeping season by several weeks, so do be
aware, swarming may go on later than usual. Do read Alan’s
words of wisdom on following up your Pagden-method colony
splits on page 10.
The late spring may also have a knock-on effect on what has
been traditionally known as the “June gap”, so please always
keep a close eye on the food reserves available in your hives,
bees can starve in summer too.
Do keep an eye on the YDBKA website and on the programme,
as events continue year-round. Newer beekeepers, in particular,
can find the apiary visits with experienced beekeepers an
informative experience and offer a good opportunity to have an
answer to those burning questions.
Our front cover image this time is Rob Parnanby’s winning entry
at the Honey Show. Rob tells me that it “was taken on a sunny
afternoon on 20th January 2017, needless to say not a bee
ventured out this January”.

4

Did you know?
The OED lists 15th century shows “proper terms” for groups of
animals etc. including “a hive of bees; a swarm, drift or bike of
bees”.
(…it also lists a “drunkship of cobblers”!)
BB Wear discount 2018.
I have had a discussion with BBWear Ltd., and as a result they
have again kindly extended a 20% discount on new beesuits to
Association members for 2018.
In order to take advantage of this discount, the following
procedure must be followed:
1. Have a look on their web site www.bbwear.co.uk to select
your size, colour and style of suit
2. Telephone them on 01872 562731 to place your order. Do
not order via the site, otherwise you will not be able
to claim the discount
3. Email me at: membership@yorkbeekeepers.com to tell me
that you have an order
4. I will email confirmation to BBWear of your valid
membership status
5. BBWear will then collect payment and mail out your order
John C Thompson, Treasurer & Membership Secretary
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Fondant and syrup for sale
David Bough has plenty of syrup and fondant in stock as usual:
syrup is £18 per jerry can and fondant is £19 per box.
David is in Holtby. Contact him via email
david@thecottageholtby.co.uk or by phone 07713 256522

at:

Alan Johnston also has syrup and fondant for sale at the same
prices. Alan is near Selby, his phone number is 01757 633202.
For the one-hive beekeeper, Alan will sell a single 2.5 kg pack of
fondant at £4
Apiary hygiene
I know it’s an old chestnut, but the basics of good hygiene can
bear repetition.
We’re in what has historically been an EFB
“hot-spot”, varroa is ever-present, and nosema and chalk-brood
can be moved easily by frame transference, so…
 A clean bee-suit prior to any inspections. A handful of
washing soda in the washing machine at the day does no
harm, either
 Scrub your wellies in washing soda at the start of the
inspections and between apiaries
 Move away from leather gloves and into “marigolds” ASAP
(other brands are also available!). Leather gloves are
virtually impossible to keep clean.
 Wash your hive tool in a soda bucket between hive
inspections. Wash your gloves in the same solution.
 Don’t leave frames out in the apiary or leave open any waxcollection or debris buckets. It can transfer problems to
other hives and encourage robbing.
 Don’t let the bees communally lick supers dry after
extraction (seen it done!)
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 Investment in a blow-torch, even a small plumber’s version
is money well spent. Remember to scrape off propolis
completely before scorching as it can act as an insulator
and, for example, leave viable EFB bacteria beneath.
Polystyrene hives obviously can’t stand the same heat treatment.
NBU Beebase advice for these is:
“Manufacturers of popular plastic hive brands recommend that
the best available options are chemical disinfectants that contain
hypochlorite or caustic soda”
 Don’t move brood frames between colonies unless you’re
100% certain the donor colony is disease free.
 Don’t lend, borrow or buy drawn comb
 Find out who your bee-keeping neighbours are, and where
their hives are situated. If the beekeeper is currently
unknown to your local bee inspector, do not hesitate to
grass them up!! Those people who are likely to hide a few
hives up a hedge-back are more likely not to abide by the
foregoing rules of good practice and they are equally
unlikely to help you dig your metre-cubed pit when the bee
inspector has to destroy your hive that has EFB or AFB
Annual auction 2018
The annual Auction was held at the Yorkshire Museum of
Farming, Murton on Saturday 12th May 2018 and was under dry
conditions. The results were:
Total proceeds including commission: £2,063.77
(2017 - £2,596.80)
Number of Sellers registered:
Number of Buyers registered:
Number of lots offered:
Number of lots “not sold”:
7

18
70
181
20

For the first time in at least 10 years there were no bees offered
for sale this year – possibly a reflection on the very poor spring
that we have all been enduring.
I hope that those of you who attended found the new payment
process faster than in previous years. This follows a revamp of
the Excel spreadsheet that we introduced a few years ago, and
also because there were no bees available, buyers seemed to
pay as soon as they had secured their lots, rather than all come
in a rush at the end.
Thanks
to
those
Committee
members
who came along to help
out, and also to Martin
Ainsley and Nigel Davies
who also assisted us,
and to Michelle Mulder
who kindly helped me to
collect the brass from
the buyers.
John C Thompson
Treasurer and Membership Secretary
Picture by Paul Appleton

Member states have voted in favour of an almost
complete ban on neonicotinoid use in the EU
Scientific studies have long linked their use to the decline of
honeybees, wild bees and other pollinators. The latest move is
an extension of existing restrictions, which have been in place
since 2013.
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Manufacturers and some farming groups have opposed the
move, saying the science remains uncertain.
Neonicotinoids are the most widely used class of insecticides in
the world, but concerns about their impact on bees have been
reinforced by research. In 2013 the EU opted for a partial ban
on the use of the three chemicals in this class: Imidacloprid,
clothianidin and thiamethoxam.
The restrictions applied to crops including maize, wheat, barley,
oats and oil seed rape. The new Commission regulation goes
much further, with most outdoor uses of the chemicals being
banned.
The action follows a recent report from the European Food
Safety Authority (EFSA), which found that neonicotinoids posed
a threat to many species of bees, no matter where or how they
are used in the outdoor environment.
Growers may continue to use neonicotinoids in greenhouses
across the EU, although some environmental groups have
reservations about the chemicals leaching into water supplies.
Other neonicotinoids, such as thiacloprid, will continue to be
exempt from the ban.
Environmental campaigners have welcomed the ban. Some five
million people around the world had signed petitions calling for
an extension of restrictions, however, many farmers are
unhappy about the increase in restrictions, saying they do not
believe they are warranted on scientific grounds and that the
existing partial ban has not delivered results.

Top tip
Keep down the vegetation growing in front and underneath your
hives to allow easy access for the foragers and to enable a good
circulation of air around the hive.
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Membership subscriptions for 2018 – 2019
At the Half-yearly Meeting held at Murton on Wednesday
11th April 2018, it was voted to maintain subscription levels at
the current amounts, namely:
Full Member
Partner Member
Social Member

£25.00
£0.00
£12.50

Subscriptions for the next membership year will be due for
payment on 1 October 2018 – a membership form will be
placed on the web site for next year in August 2018. Please put
a reminder into your diaries.
John C Thompson
Treasurer and Membership Secretary
It’s not Pagden’s fault!
Pagden was a Victorian beekeeper, whose name is now
synonymous with a method of swarm control involving the
separation of the queen and flying bees from the nurse-beesand–brood, plus a queen cell or two. It’s a good manipulation to
have in your armoury and it’s quite rightly taught on all the
beginners’ courses.
I get concerned, however, when I hear beekeepers saying that
the “did a Pagden”, but that the bees still swarmed from one or
other of the boxes. That’s not Pagden’s fault… There is a second
set of actions required on both boxes before the job is properly
done.
The half of the split that’s got the queen and the flyers should
be filled primarily with foundation. If you are clever, you’ll have
put a queen excluder between the floor and the brood box in
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case the bees don’t fancy the job you’ve given them and swarm
immediately after the split, as they were already planning to do.
Quite often, once some foundation is drawn, the queen will lay
in it, further queen cells will develop and the bees will try and do
in half a colony that they had originally tried to do before the
split i.e. swarm, leaving queen cells behind. If you inspect the
colony seven days after the original manipulation and remove all
the cells that have developed in the meantime, while still leaving
the lower queen excluder on, four times out of five that’ll be the
end of queen cell building. If they keep it up after a week, I
usually leave one good queen cell and kill the queen. (Who wants
a queen with such a strong swarming instinct?) Remove the
lower queen excluder to allow the virgin queen out to mate. Go
back after a further seven days and destroy any unwanted
additional queen cells.
Back to the original split… The other half should have all the
brood and one good queen cell that was unsealed and containing
a well-fed larva. (I used to leave two – an heir and a spare – but
now only leave the one). It is quite likely, however, that this half
won’t be satisfied with just one, and will throw up more cells
from material that was laid on or about the time of the split.
Inspect this colony seven days after the Pagden split and remove
all queen cells other than the one you originally selected. Treat
this one with great care; it should be close to hatching and is
easily damaged, but ensure there are no others hiding on the
same frame. You can shake the bees from all the other frames
to check for unwanted cells. If you miss one, it is possible that
the first virgin out will swarm with half of the bees, leaving the
virgin in the cell you missed to mate and continue that half of
the split.
The “queen cell” half of the Pagden is the easiest to manage as,
until the contents of your chosen queen cell mates and begins
laying, there is no ready supply of fresh eggs from which to draw
queen cells, a situation which does pertain in the “queen right”
half of the Pagden.
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So, inspection seven days after the original manipulation is
crucial: queen cells can appear in either half for different reasons
and until they are properly sorted the job is not truly complete.
The importance of pollen
We’ve all seen bees carrying pollen loads into the hive, fixed to
their rear legs, but we’ve perhaps not fully understood how and
why it’s used, and what problems bees may have with it.
“P” for pollen – “P” for protein is what we learn when starting
beekeeping, and it is true, but is only the crudest understanding.
The proteins themselves are made from strings of amino acids.
Bees and other animals can disassemble and re-string the amino
acids to make other amino acids which they require, but if the
initial range of amino acids is limited then their re-assembly
options are limited also.
Pollen is essential for brood-rearing: the nurse bees feed on it,
which stimulates their hypopharyngeal glands to secrete milky
brood food, which is fed to the youngest larvae; later, a little
pollen is mixed directly into the brood food and fed to older
larvae. It is clear that a reduction in quantity or range of amino
acids directly affects the next generation of bees.
The crux is that because pollen foragers don’t directly “test” the
quality of the pollen source that they are working (unlike the
nectar collectors, who do), pollen with a limited range can be
collected and returned to the hive. I’ve even seen workers collect
coal dust from my coal bunker because the dust size and shape
is “roughly right”. Nurse bees can discard clearly unsuitable
material, but there are apparently difficulties in the nurse bees
communicating pollen or amino acid requirements back to the
foragers. At best its trial and error – not good for what is
essentially baby food.
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Modern farming practices are to some extent the exact opposite
of what is required by a colony of bees, namely a diverse range
of pollen sources. Large fields of rape, beans or borage are good
for nectar but highly restrictive for pollen variety. Field margins
are excellent but limited, wildflower planting is to be encouraged
and the feeding of pollen supplements probably needs to be
expanded. The long-term consequences of reduced pollen
variety may include compromised immune systems,
susceptibility to certain diseases, and navigational problems. As
with so many things, diversity is the key.
Top tip
Another reminder to take your phone with you when you are
beekeeping and let someone know where your hives are situated
in case of emergency.

Kath Perring managed, one-handedly (!), to take this picture of
a
supercedure
cell
which developed in one
of her colonies last
August. Kath reports
that the cell duly
developed and became
a good queen.
Many thanks, Kath.
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To those with ill-smelling favours…
“…it is a creature gentle, loving, and familiar about the man
which hath the ordering of them, so he come neat, sweet, and
cleanly amongst them; otherwise, if he have strong, and illsmelling favours about him, they are curst and malicious, and
will sting spitefully …”
Gervase Markham
“Cheape and good husbandry” 1614.
So remember to wash your beesuit regularly!
Did you know?
An enormous weight gain takes place during the bee larval stage,
about 900, 1700 and 2300 times the egg weights for workers,
queens and drones respectively. Worker weights at capping are
approximately 140 mg, queens and drones weigh about 250 and
346 mg, respectively.
Taken from The Biology of the Honey Bee by Mark L. Winston
Top tip
Should you be on the receiving end of a swarm from an unknown
source (and bees do attract bees, as they say), don’t assume it
is healthy, but treat it with caution. Hive it onto foundation, feed
it with sugar syrup and if at all possible, isolate it, on a site well
away from other bees until two brood cycles have completed and
you are satisfied that it shows no signs of disease.
If in any doubt ask an experienced beekeeper or talk to your
local Bee Inspector.
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Many thanks to YDBKA Chairman, Paul Appleton for the back
cover image.
Paul writes:
New Adventures at the New Apiary.
The pictures are of wild comb that we had to deal with at the
Designer Outlet Apiary on 14x12 brood box under the
experienced eye of John Fuller. This was presumably in a
frameless hive that was being used as a bait box. The colony
had been left since last before last November when the
association was donated this and two other hives. We ended up
shaking the bees off the comb piece by piece into another freshly
made up box on the same general principal as a shook swarm.
We only found the queen on the last piece of comb but
successfully transferred her to the new beehive and frames. As
the colony was quite small we added a frame of sealed brood
from an adjacent colony, then closed up the box. This colony is
now being fed and we await the next inspection to see how
everything fairs.
If anyone would like to join the team managing the Designer
Outlet Apiary please get in touch with Paul Appleton
on chairman@yorkbeekeepers.com
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Reader’s Hives

Please see page 15 for our Chairman’s explanation of this image.
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